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To his 


DEMS NEB 


7” | Am , by Religion, a 
| Proteſtant and ſuch 
confide little in_ 
merit; and by Hu- 
of 0v0/% EB» MOur , A Sr'oick, 
DP - =——+ 4 and ſuch are moſt 
Ws Inconce net in cen- 
ſures: Wherefore, 2s I .ntend to 
rival none of theſe who cou: fame, 
I hope none ot tl.efe will at \perle mez 
and it I obtain t:uce tiom them , T 
know none <£1-e will att2que me. 

The multitude ( which albeit - it 
be ſaid to have many heads, yet, 
was ever known to have tew brains) 
w.1ll doubtleſs condemn me {or en- 
A 2 veighing 


£6 
yeighing againſt vanity, whilſt Imy 


Telf am fo vain as to write Books l 


and will pronounce me as ridiculous 
in this, as theſe Philoſophers were of 


whom my return ſhall be, that find- 
ing many(even of {ach as I know will 


_ cenſure me) be-myred in the puddle 


of error, I have,in this Eſſay, prof- 
fer d them my aſſiſtance, with an 
intention , not to ſhew my ſtrength, 
bur my compaſſion, I am no ſuch 
fool.,as to ſhew theſe Phili/tines the 
Sampſons-lock wherein my ſtrength 


 Iyes, which doubtleſs their cruelty 


would never ſpare. | 
Others, who, by their gravity, 
( or {er1o0us dulneſs) have {ublimated 
themſelves above the rabble, will 
poſſibly accuſe my Studies of adul- 
te:y , for hugging contemplations ſo 
excentrick ro my employment. 


But, theſe may know , that thir 


Papers 


old, who denyed motion whilſt their F 
tongues mov'd in their cheek; to 


"OR OY "WIN WW 


| 


(7) - 
Papers are but the pairings of my 
other Studies, and becauſe they were 
ſuch, I have flung them out into the 
ſtreets, Neither can I underſtand, 
how it proves a Lawyer to be remiſſe 


' in his 1imployment , that he takes 


leiſure to reach a little helebor which 


| lyes by him, to ſuch poor perſons, as 


becauſe of their phanatick melan- 
choly ſtand much in need thereof, 
This diſcourſe is intended to be a 
medicine,and {uch never reliſh well 
nor receive commendation from 
their pleaſanteſſe, but from their pro- 
fir, and are not to be ceniured by 
their taſte, but by their operation, 
There are many things in this 


{mall Peece, which may ſeem hete- 


rodoxe to {uch as defie cuſtom, and 
worſhip the Dagor of authorized 


| tradition : Yet,who knows but my 


Watch goes right , albeit it differ 
irom the publick Clock of the City; 
eſpecially where the ſun of Righte- 
ouſneſs hath not, by pointing clear- 


ly 
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| ly the dyal of Faith, declared which 


of the two is in the right, I ac- 
knowledge the Church to be my 
Mother; neither will I offer to 
ſcratch out my Mothers eyes when 
they perceive my errors : yet, I be- 
lieve that a childe may differ from 
his mothers judgement, in things | 
wherein her honour is not concer- 
ned: Burt, IT will wed no opini- 
on without'her conſent who is my 
Parent; or, if I have wedded any, 
it is in the power of the Church 
and it's Officials, to grant me a 
divorce, I ſubmit my {elf and this 
Tractat to her and their cenſures, 
and deftres none to believe me or it, 
but in thele thinzs on'y wherein I 
believe herand them, As for others, 
ſince I have token the libe:ty to 
write, I were unmannerly if I re- 
futed them the liberty to cenſure g 
and really it pleaſes my humour, ro 
ſee curres bark and ſnar.e at what I 
hold out to them, THE 
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: 'To the 

yi PHANATICKS 
? Of all Sz cTs and Sorts, 

a 2-24 $76 mad-cap Zealots 


1s * of this bigot Age, 
S, intending to mount 
ty heaven,Elias-like, 

inZeals fiery Cha- 


RD 710t,do, like fooliſh 
IF 108 only fall themſelues 
from their Sawing ſeat , but 'y their 
furious over-driving , invelop the 
world in unquenchable combuſtions 3 
and whea they bave thns [et the whole 

A Elobe 


"TS 

Globe on a blaze, this they tearm 4 
new light, 1t is remarkable jn 
Scripture, that Jehu,who drove fu- 
rionſly, and called up the Propet 
to ſee what zeal he had for the houſe 
of God, was even at that inſtant, do- 
2ng it more wrong then ever Was done 
to it by unconcerned Gallio, who flan- 
tinzly cared for none of thoſe things, 
And that none of all the apoſtolick 
Conclave deſired ever fire might rain 
from above upon miſ-believers ;, ex- 
cept the Sons of Lebecee, who im- 
mediatly thereafter , arrived at that 
pitch of vanity, as to depuire to ſit in 
heaven upon Chriſts right and left 
hand, And that Peter , who was 
the firſt who did draw a ſword in his 
Maſters quarrel , was likewayes the 
firſt who denyed him, Firy Zeal 
blows ſoon up,ſuch combuſtible mater 
as the Sons of Lebedee; and that 
flaſh being ſpent and evaporat , 4 fall 
follows,as befell Peter, As that bo- 

| ay 


| (3) 
dy is hardly cureable , which enter- 
fa1ns luch ill-ſuited zeighbours as 
a cold Stomach and a hote Liver s 
' | So, the body of the viſible Church 
may be now concluded to be in a very. 
di fkempered conditon, when it's Cha- 
rity waxeth cold, and it's Zeal hot, 
beyond what is due to either, and 
theſe fecwueriſh fits of unnatural Zeal, 
wherewith the Chrrch tis troubled in 
* | zf's old and cold age, betokens too 
| 22»ch that it draws near it's laſt pe- 
710d 

The inconſiderablzneſs likewayes 
| of on; differences , and inconſiderat- 
eſs whercwith they are perſned, in- 
' | duces me to believe, that the Zeal 
now a-la-mode, 7s not that holy Fire 


; 
; which is Gindled by a ceal from the 

Altar, but is that 18nis fatuus, or 
wild-fire , wich is but a Meteor 
peec'd up of maliznant Yapours, and 


7s obſerved to frequent Church-yards 
ofter then oth places, | 
| Ped yh i 
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Maker «© and Elias believed, that the 


(4) 

T am wone of thoſe who acknow- 
ledge no temples, beſides theſe of 
their own heads, And I am of opt- 
ion, that ſuch as think that they 
have a Church within their own © 
breaſts, ſhould likewayes believe, | 
that their heads are ſteeples , and | 
fo ſhould provide them with bells I be- 
lieve that there is aChurch-militant, | 
which,like the Ark,muſt lodge in it's | 
bowels all ſuch as are to be ſaved from: | 
the flood of condemnation:but,to chalk 
out it's borderine lines, ts beyond the | 
geography of my Religion, He was | 
znfallible who compared Gods Spirit | 
to the wind which bloweth where | 
it liſteth, we hear the ſound of ir, | 
but knows not whence it comes, or 
whether it goeth, And the name | 
eraven upon the mwhit-ſtone , none | 
knows but he who hath it, El1 cons | 
cluded Hannah zo be drunk, when ſhe | 


was pouring out her foul before hey 


Church, | 


-— 


_ | charch, in his dayes, was ſtinted i© 
f his own perſon; and yet God told 

him , that there were ſeven thouſand 
| 332 Iftael who had not bowed their 


d | knees to Baal : why then ſhould any 
,, | private Chriſtian determine, magi- 


4 | giſterially, that, wherein the greateſt 
| of Prophets erred ? 

The reed wherewith the Temple 
\ was to be meaſured, Rev, 11, 2. 
| was only entruſted to an Angel; and 
| yet he had not 732 commiſiion, to mea- 
ſure the Court that was withour, 
| becauſe it was given to the Gentiles, 
ir | And albeit , Rev, 7, the number 
a | of the Fews who were ſaved is de- 
c, termined; yet, the number of Gen- 
\r | tiles is left indefinit , and ſaid to be 
\s | numberleſs. 

je | There is nothing more ordinar, 
| then for each Nation to confine the 
b | Church within themſelves, And 
oy | in that Nation again, one corner will 
,, | have themſelves theSanGum SanRo- 
TUM 


(6): 
ram of that only Temple ; albeit our 
Saviour in His Goſpel aſſures us,that 
men ſhall come from all corners of the 
world, and fit down with Abra- 
ham, Itaac a4 Jacob, Azd John 
in his Revelation tells us, that mul- 
titudes of all Nations, Kizdreds and 
Familics, were [een followizg the 
Lamb, Upon this ſame block do 
theſe likewayes [[umbie, who put the 


bolt of their azcharitableneſs apon 
the gates of heaven , to d:bar whole | 
Profeſſions, ſuch as Lawyers and 
Phyfitians, from entring 1: thereat ; 
notwithſ{:nding that the abovecited 
place tells us, that there were oaly 
iwelve th:n{and of the tribe of T.evi 
the Prieff choſen,cnd the like aumber 
was prickt ; inthe tribe of Juzah,zhe 
Law-ziver: Aaron the Prieft did 
mould the cold:n calf, and not Moles 
the Fudres, and Korah and Dathan 
were Levits, and yet maiined againſt 
their Maziſtrates, 


4 
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| 


ly Funition : For , none 
Aarons rod to flour: 


ſelf; and ordinarily, theſe Ws, 


feſSion, 


"3. 


T [ay not this to diſparage that ho- 


ſh more th 


not to tonch the Lords anointed , will 
likewayes be ſure, to do His Prophets 
no harm : but, T ſay it to take off an 
aſperſfion which hath ſtain'd too long, 
and tao injuſtly,theſe of my own pro» 
Is not the Church our com- 
mon Mother ? albeit , I confeſs, ſhe 
is likewayes their Nurſe , in a more 
particular way; and ſince there 1s 
heavenly Mannah enough to aliment 
zs all , why ſhould Chriſtans deny to 
admit their brethren to an equal 

partage © 
It grieves me [ore to ſee my mother 
the Church tortur d like Rebecca, by 
carrying ſfrugling twaines in her 
Pained bowels, And ſeing all Chri- 
ſtians are but pilgrims here,T camire 
that theſe pilerims ſhould leave off 
to journey , and ſtand Skirmiſhing 
4 nd 


f 7 SE 

and fiehting with all ſuch as will not 
travel their road, And albeit we ac- 
knowledge , that the Spirit of God 
takes pains,and is ſufficient for lead- 
7ng all men in the way wherein they 
ſhould walk; yet, we muſt compell 
them,as if either He needed our help, 
or we reſolved to ſhare with Him- the 
glory of their converſion, E FS 
God ( who loves ws all infinity bet- 
ter then one any of us doth another ) 
leaves us, upon our own hazard, a 
freedom in our choice, albeit we poor 
miſcreants compell one another, de- 
nying to our fellow-creatures that 
freedom which he allowes all theCrea- 
tion, T1 wiſhwe would conſid:r how 
each man eats,drinks cares for hus fa- 
mily and performes all common au- 
tics , rational enongh without any 
compulſion; and yet , inthe affairs 
of Relizion , wherein doubtleſs man 
is led by a far more infallible aſsiſt- 
ance, there are many flips com- 
| mitted. 


(9) 


2 | mitted, daily and groſsly, notwith- 


- | fanding of all the pains taken, and 


4 | force uſed by one man towards and- 


4 
{ 


E, 
; 
£ 


| 


ther Thus it fairs with us as with 
Patients, whom when the Phyſitians 


ſtints to a narrow dyet,then they loath 


even that foed, which their unreined 
appetite would never have rejected, 
And tiw makes me apt to believe, 
that if Laws and Law-givers did 
wot make Hereticks vain , by taking 
too much notice of their extravagan- 
cies,the world ſhould be no more trou- 
bled with theſe, then they are with 
the Chimeras of Alchimiſts anudPhi- 
loſophers, And it fairs with them as 


with Taps, which, how long they are 


ſcourged,kecp foot and run pleaſantly, 
but fall how ſoon they are negletted 
and left to themſelves, 

In order to which , it was wittily 
obſerved by cur great King James 
the Sixth, that the Puritans of his 
age ftrove with him , and yet ceded 


af 


C10) 

at firſt, in a difference betw!en them 
and the Shoe-makers of Edinburgh : 
For, not only pleaſes it their humour 
ro contend where they may gain ho- 
our and can loſs none but likewayes, 
by conteſtins with Monarchs , they 
maziifie to the people their pious 
conraze, aſſn'ins the world, that ſuch 
attempts require a particular aſsiſt- 
ance from heaven; and when their 
jangling hath extorted ſome conceſ- 
 frons fromthe Magiſtrate, (as ordi- 
rarily it doth) then they preſs that 
ſucceſs as an infallible mark of the 
Jure-arvinoſhip of their quarrel, 
Albeit, I confeſs, that when theſe,not 
only recede from the canonized Creed 
of the Church,but likewayes incroach 
pon the Laws of the State, then, as 
of all others , they are the moſt daz- 
gerous; So,of all others, they ſhould 

be moſt ſeverely puniſhed. 
Opinion , kept within it's proper 
hounds is an pure act of the mind: 
and 


> © © IS 


ti). 


and ſo it would appear, that to puniſh 


the body for that which is a guilt of 
the foul, is as unjuſt as to puniſh one 
relation for another, And this blood- 
thirſty zeal , which hath reigned 1# 
our aze , ſuppoſes our moſt merciful 
God to be of the ſame temper with 
theſe pagan Deities, who arfired 0 
kave their Al ars 7 r:d with blood; 
ard bein devils themſclves,delight- 
ed is the d:(fr»tion of mex : where- 
as the Almiohty, who delights not in 
the death of a ſuuner, but rather that 
he ſhould repent and live, hath left no 
warrand upon holy Record, for perſe- 
cuting ſuch as diſſent from us ; but 
even them mhen He commands that 
the Prophets , wo tempts others to 
idolatry ſhould be ſlain, yet, ſpeaks He 
nothing of puniſhing theſe who were 
ſeduced by th-m, And why ſhould 
we [hw lo much wiolence in theſe 
things whereof we can ſhiw no cer= 
tain evidence ? as ordinarily we can- 
aot 


rexular zeal even of the firſt and 


beſt 


(12) 


rot in circumfundamental debates. 
Are we not ready to condemn to day, 


as Phanatick , what yeſterday was 


Judged Jure-divino? And do not 


even thoſe who perſecuted others for 


their opinions, admire mhy they- 


' ſhould be, upon that ſcore , perſecuted 


themſelves ? So that ( vidtory de- 


Pending upon event ) we legitimat 


the perſecutions, to be uſed by others, 
aoainſt our ſelves,by the perſecutions 
uſed by our ſelves,azainſbothers, Our 
Saviour forbids us to pluck up the 
tears, leſt the wheat be pulled up with 
it; and how can the moſt pious pere 
ecutors know, that the Saints are not 
deſtroyed with the ſinners ? 
It i remarkable, that our Saviour 
diſarmed zealous Peter, ever when 


| he was ſerving Him in perſon, in 


His ercateſt ſtraits, and againſt the 
moſt proflizat of Hu enemies , the 
Fews : and that to prevent the ir- 


(13) | 
s. Wbeff of Chriſtians , the bleſſed Apo- 
J> les , their divine Maſter thought it 
& [it to arme. them not with ſwords , but 
" with (crgfs, and to root out of their 
r hearts Ml thoughts of violence, did 
oft igeulcat in them, that His King- 
dontwas not of this world ; convince- 
ing them by an excellent argument, 
that He had no need of armes or ar- 
| 97ics; for elſe He conld have com- 
manded thouſands of Anzells, Did 
ever God command the Fews to war - 
againſt any neighbouring nation be- 
cauſe they were Pagans (a quarrel 
which would have laſted till all the 
world had been conquered) Or, did 
our Saviour leave in legacie to his 
ſervants,that they ſhould force others 
zo turn proſylits, which doubtleſſe he 
had done, if he had reſolvcd to allow 
ſuch a rude mean of converſion ? 
All which makes me admire , why 11 
our late troubles, men really pious, 
and naturally ſober , could have been 


lo 


—_— 
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fo tranſported, as\to d:troy whom they 


conld not conviuce, and to perſwade 
theſe who wer? convinced, that Reli- 
gion oblized them to deſtroy orners, 

My heart hlzeds when 7 conſider 
how ſcaffolds were dy:d with Chriſti- 
an b:ood, and t52 fi2lds courred with 
the carcaſſes of murthered Chriſti- 
ans; and its probable \ that there 
were more dawnid by uiprebar:d 


deaths, in the fields, then w-re ſav-d 


by prepriis Sermons in inceudj ary 
Churches; andin this, I adinire the 
clemroicy of our Riyal Maſter, who , 
albeit His cauſe was more [uſt hen 
theirs , albeit He minht hawe con- 
wvinced them by chiruding to them 


their own Ppradtices : netobath 5 ate 


choſen fo command with His SC Pre; 

then His Sword, But tf tt 7 lory of 
God were the mark at ad theſe do 
levell, Why b:{tir they not their 


goat , rather in converting ſ:ch as 


ſcarce know or ackiiowlcdre wy; at there 


75 


(15) 
3saGod ? - And why are they more 
enraged againſt theſe who azree with 
them in moſt things, then theſe who 
diſſent from them in all * Take not 
Chriſtians more pains to refute one 
another, then to co:vince Gentiles ? 
And ſtand not Epiſcopiſts and Preſ- 
byterians at greater diſtance, then ei- 
ther do with "Turks and Parzans ? 
And to evidence. that rather humour 
then piety occaſions our differences ,we 
may eaſily percieve , that rhe meaner 
the ſubjct is, the heat is alwayes the 
Trearer, 

If I had evr known ſo much as 
one whoſe faith had been the trophy. 
of adebate, 1ſhou!d allow of debates 
in maters of Religion : but ſeeing 
men cannot be coxvinced by miracles, 
it were ridiculons to preſſe converſion 
by arguments, All the D:ines in 
Europe could zot preſs the velt foun- 
ded of their contraverted and pole- 
mick irnths, with [o much ſcripture, 
07 


from arguments , did not many thou- 


few fiſher-men ſhould not be believed 


| 5 ©. > 
or (o many miracles as our bleſ- 
fed Sawvionr did His own aivinity 
(which is the foundation of all truths) 
And yet the Tews aud all the world 
beſides, ſliehted this infallible 
dottrine; And to evidence that there 
7s a ſeaſon of grace, independent 


ſands turn proſylits atPeters ſermon ? 
whom all our Saviours homilics and 
miracles could not perſwade, Tf one 
ſhould ſay , that the teſtimony of a 


in a mater of ſo great conſequence, 
as is the ſalvation of the whole world, 
eſpecially when they did depone as 
witneſſes, in a matter wherein both 
their hozour and livelyhood was con- 
cerned, might not this ſtazeer [ome 
mea? Chriſtian ? And yit IT believe 
theſe trnths IC much the more . be- 
cauſe ſuch as theſe were its firſt aſſer- 
*ers; for, certainly it ts one of the 
rreateſt of mit acles, that ſo few, and 


ſo 


fro) OG 

ſo illiterate perſons were able to cn« 
vince the whole world, Thus we 
ſee,that one may account that a mis 
racle which another looks upen as 4 


can decid? the contreuerfie, Maters 
of Religion and Faith , reſembling 
ſome curious Pidturecs and 6: ich 
Priſmes which ſeems to change ſhapes 
and colours , according to the ferveral 
ſtances from which the aſpacient 
| wviews them. ; 
The ballarce of our judemeuts hath 
eatched ſuch a bruiſe by Adems fall, 


) 
, | that ſcarce can we by them knewthe 
5 i weight of ary argumert, But,which 
1 © worſe, there is as great a defett in 
- BW our partial miighine, as inthe ſcales 
themlelves: Fur , when we take et= 
ther the Pro or con, of any controvers 
ſe rn1to our Patronage , we throw al- 
ayes in arguments into that ſcale, 
wherein our cps opinion lyes , with- 
Sut cer taking leiſure to conſider 
B what 


felly; and yet, none but Geds Spirit 


T 


| 
| 
A 
: 
4 
; 
, 


>. M 

what way be altedeed for the antipode 
propoſition : and then , when we re« 
carve an an(wer our invention is by- 
ſtd,not in pondering how much con- 


, 
4 


wvidtion it hath in it , but by what 


flight it may be anſwered; and thus 
either paſsion , intereſt or frequent 
meditation,are ftill the weights which 
eaſt the ballance, 

+. Tht firy zeal hath likewayes made 


413 otherpimple flaſh out in the face 


of the phanatick Church, and that is, 
4 concert that the Saints have the on- 
ly right to all Gods creatures , -the 
wicked being only uſurpers and not 


maſters of them : But, I have heard 
thus opinion ( ſo beaſtly is it ) cons 
 futed by Balaam's aſſe, who couldFR 
it's Maſter, Am not I thineown aſlee - 


When Aaron and the people did co- 


venant without Moſes , then every 


man did bring his ear-rings to make 
up the golden calf, And we have 


Ts 


lived in an age,wherein we have ſeen 


. 
our Countrey-men , Tike the Chalde- 
ans, take the furniture both of the 
Temple and of the Kines Houſe, and 
carry them away to their Babylon 
af confuſions ; and in an age wherein 
ſober men were forced to lend monies, 
to buy for their own armeFthe heavy 
fhekles of ſlavery, 

Tantum Religio potuit ſua- 

dere malorum, A 
Religion doubtleſs aims at two 
great deſigncs,one t like the firſt Ta- 
ble,to per [wade us to adore God Al- 
mighty, Another is to perſwade us, 
like to the ſecond Table , to love our 
neighbanr , and to be a mean to ſettle 
all thefe jealouſics , and compeſce all 
theſe animoſities which intereſt might 
occaſion; and this appears by the 
Doxology jubilyed by the Angels at 
etr Saviours birth , Glory to God, 
and peace and good-will rowards 
men, And therefore, as every pri- 

wate Ehriſtian [bould be tollerated by 
B 2% his 
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a 
worſhip God in» 
wardly according to bis conſcience s 
$0 all ſhoald conſpire in that exteri- 


' (wr wif ormity of worſh:p , which the 


Laws of bjs Conntrey injoins. The firſt 
remark which God made of ws after 
the Creation, was, that it was not fit 
for man to bealone; there was on- 
ty one Ark amongft the Fews by Gods 
own appointmert, And. [eing the 
Goſpel tearms the Church Chriſt's 
Sponſe,it were abſurd to think , that 
He will d:vorce from her upon every 
error of eſcape ;, eſpecially, [eine His 
bleſſed mouth hath told us,that under 
the Goſpel it iu not lawfull to divorce 
wpon all occaſions; and if He will 
not for theſe, adcny her to be Hu 
Spouſe , much lcſs fould we d-ny her 
fo be our mother, May notone,who i 
gonvinc'd in hu judement, that Ms 


 parchy # the beſt of Governments, 


live happily in Venice or Holland 
Ard that treveller were ab{urd , who 
—— would 
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woulel 0 her Fw e with ph 
amongft whom he ſojourns., then oh 

ſerve theſe rites and ſolemmnities 

which ere requir:a ty the Lime of 
the places where he lives? Whet 

. . & once flatnted by a Law, we all cone 

ſent to,in chooſing Commiſs1teners 

fo repreſent v4 in the ſe Parliaments 
where the Laws are made; and fo 
if they ordai us io be decimated , or 
to leave the Natioz if we conforms 
not, we cannot ſay, when that Law 

& put to execution, that we- arc 

oppreſt; no mire then we conld come 

plain, if one didremove us legally 
from tneſe Lands which he purchaſd 
from our Truftee , whom we had ims 
powe. ed 'o ſellit, | 

As David {aid to Saul , 1 Sam, 

26. 20, why went the K1;g out to 

6 'cha fla? So may I ſay to our 

g eat Divines , why contravert they 

a::out fh.dows fo Is it fit that Chris 

ftians, who find it too great a task ta 
eo #3 -: govern 
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goers their private ſouls, fhould 
be 


[o much concerned how the Charch 


& governed by others * Wherefore, 


ſeing many have been ſaved who 
were moſt inexpert in theſe queſti- 
ens ,and that fooliſh zeal,paſiion, and 


too much curiofitie therein , hath 


damned many, I may conclude, that 
to pry in theſe, i neither neceſſary, 
becauſe of the firſt, nor expedient ,be- 
cauſe of the laſt. 

' Since diſcretion opened my eyes, 
T have alwayes jude'd it neceſſar for 
4 Chriſtian , to look oftner to his 
Practice of Piety, then to his Con- 
feſhon of Faith, and to fear more 
the erookedneſs of his will, then the 
blindneſs of his judement , delight- 
ing more to walk on from grace to 
grace, working out the work of his 
own (alvation with fear and tremb- 
Ling, then to ſtand ſtill with the Ga- 


leans curiouſly $4518 up to hea- 
ver, True Religion and undefiled 
fs 
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 #& tovifit the widow and the fatheſs 
leſs ; and the dittay drawn up againſ 
the damned ſpirits ſhall be, That when 
our Saviours poor ones were hungry, 
they did not feed them; when they 
were naked,they did not cloath them, 
without mentioning any thing of 
their unbelief in maters of Contro« 
verſie or Government, And theres 
| fore I hope, that theſe to whom I ad- 
dreſs my ſelf in this Diſcourſe, will 
rather believe me to be their friend, 
becauſe of their picty,then their ene 
my becauſe of their errors, 
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I& Lbeic rhan be but ye 
a ftatue of duſt iſmic. 
kneaded with 
rears, moved by 
the hid engines 
of his reſtleſs 
paſſions, a clod 
> of carth, which the ſhorteſt feaver 
\ can barn to aſkcs, and the lea 
\ ſhower of rheums 'waſh away t0 
nothing ; Yet makes he as much 
noiſe in the world, as if both the 
Globes ( theſe »lorious Twaines ) 
had been un-wombed from that 
formleſs Chaos, by the midwifry 
of his wit ; he ſpeaks thunder, 
| B looks 


The Virtu)ſo, 


looks lightning , breaths ſtorms; 
and by the eloquence of his own va- 
nity , perſwads himſelf that his 
commands are able to unhinge the 
Poles. From which boundleſs pride, 
I confidently conclude, that if a na- 
tucal InſtinR,or as the Stoicks terme 
it,%pon Gf os T 00r,had nor Irrefiſtably 
bowed his faith to aſſent to a Deity, 
he had never, neither upon deſign 
por in complyance to cuſtom ( as 
Atheiſts alledge ) ſufkr'd to creep in- 
to his Creed , that there was one 
greater then himſelf, who could rein 
his affeRions, and bound. their ef- 
| fees, according to the didates of his 
icreſiſtable will. 

And albeit Regiments of Argus 
ments , levyed both from the ſtately 
fabrick of heavens arched Pend, and 
from the inimitable embroidery of 
earths Rowry Boul, be requiſite for 
conquering the infideliry of others, 
and for rendring them tributaries to 
that all-forming Eſſence : Yet, doth 
my faith reader up the arms of it's 
 Coprayed reaſon, and turn Proſolyte 
66 
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Or Stozek. 
to this divine truth , upon the ſole 
fight of one of theſe dying Atheiſts ; 
who , upon any ſurpriſal , do with 
amazement throw up their eyes to 
heaven, as if they ſent their looks 
in ambaſſade to beg affiſtance from 
thence; and cry , God ſave me, ns 
if theſe bealtly ſouls, when atraqued 
unexpeRedly , knew whence their 
health were to be expeRed : Like to 
other ſick brutes, who when aſſault- 
ed by (ickneſs,are,by the hand of that 
ſame ſtorge and inſtin&, led to fome 
herb or flower, which is an Apotbe- 
cary ſhop appointed by nature for 
them. 

Neither think 1 theſe arguments 
which are twiſted copether of three 
propoſitions ſo ſtrong as theſe In- 
ſtin&s arez where truth, like the 
Sun , ſeems to dart home it's light 
in one upperceiveable at, whereas in 
theſe, pur-blind nature may be miſ- 
taken, not only in judging of the 
truth of either of the three parts, 
but likewiſe of their connexion and 
allyance. I know that that miſcreant; 
p- B 2 who 
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who been his hell upon earch , by 
being burnt at Tholonſe for theorick 
Atheiſme,did apon his firſt approach 
to the Fire, cry, 0. God ; Whereup- 
on, being taxt by the aſſiſting Je- 
ſuir, anſwered, that theſe and ſuch 
like expreſſions were the offspring of 
cuſtom : Bur poor ſoul, he might 
have conſidered, that ſcing be had 
creept from his cradle into that er- 
ror, and had run his glaſs co it's laſt 
ſand, in propagating that helliſh con- 
ceit: That therefore this expreſſion 
was rather a coafeſhon then. an eſ- 
cape, rather the produQ of a ratio- 
nal ſoul then of depraved cuſtom ; 
for as it was In it ſelf a divine truth, 
ſoit was in him contrary to a ſettled 
habit. 

There is anotherCaball of Atheiſts, 
who think that this Beleef was at 
firſt ; but the quaint Zeger-de-main 
of ſome ſtrongly-pated Stateſ-man ; 
who to over-awe the capriciouſneſs 
of a giddy multitude , did forge this 
Opinion of a rewarder of all hymane 
ations: And to enforce this, do in- 

"7,2. _ 


Or Stock, 
ſtance Numa Pompilun , and Ma- 
beret , whoſe palpable cheats grew 
up in their ſucceſſors into religions ; 
and whoſe inventions were received 
with as much bigotrie , by the 
wiſeſt of men, as is that Deity which 
is now the objeR of our adorations, 
Wherefore (ſay they) ſeing the ra- 
tional ſoul bath failed ſo oft, and fo 
abſurdly in its diſcoveries, how, or: 
why, ſhould we ſubmit our ſelves 
flaviſhly co it's determinations ? For 
that which doth at ſome-times erre, 
can never at any time be concluded 
infallible. 

To theſe I anſwer, that albeit, as 
to the particular way of worſhip, 
the world is oft times deluded. And 
albeit, even as to their apprehenfions 
of this incomprehenſible Eſſence, 
multitudes be ſome times miſled ; 
Yet, theſe ſtaggering Fancies fix this 
great Truth, that there 15 aSupream 
Who muſt be adored : For if this in+ 
nate Inſtin& did not coopere with 
theſe impoſtures, in gaining ah af- 
ſent no their fRitious Religions and 
B 3 Hrerarchies, 


wi a6 oe ol 
—_— lf ah kt" 0 CDG - 


p_ « —— x 
——_ L 
* — - 


_ tu. 


whe 'Vittuſo 
Hierarchies, it were impoſſible fot 
any humane Authority to eſtabliſh 
Principles ſo remote from reaſon,and 
to ſubjugate by theſe even the mil- 
deſt tempers. But I take the root 
from which theſe errors do ſpring, 
co be, that the twilight of qdarkned 
reaſon glimpſing to mah , that #m-- 
preſſs of the divine Image , which 
though much decayed , yet reſts ſtill 
upon his ſoul; and not being able, be- 
caule of the faintneſs of his light, 
and the decay of that divine /m- 
preſſa, to diſcern exaRtly what that 
Deity is, with whoſe image it is ſ1p- 
neted ; believes implicitely with a 
profound reſpeA, any who hath the 
confidence to obtruce any know- 
ledge of it upon them.Conclading in 
the conclave of their own thoughts, 
that none durſt contemn ſo far, 
that omnipotent Thunder-darter, as 
ro vend their own Fancies for ſacred 
Oracles. And albeit theſe - hood- 
winked Nations did ere a Ter0$ay 
in their own hearts, wherein all theſe 


 Vice- gods were worſhiped; Yet were 
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Os Stick . 
all theſe but repreſentations of the 
erue God ; for His Omnipotency 
and Power was adored in their 
Mars ; His Omniſcience in their 
Appollo, &c, And it 18 very pro- 
bable that the Heathens admired ſo 
each attribute of God Almighty, 
that they thought each deſerved di- 
ſtint Altars; ſo that their errors had 
their riſe from rather too much then 
200 little reſpet ; and that as the 
ſame Ocean recetves ſeveral names 
from the ſeveral (hoars it waſhes, ſo, 
according to the ſeveral operations 
of the moſt High, did theſe deluded 
Pagans eſtabliſh leveral Deities. But 
that all rheſe did ultimatly terminat 
in one, is clear from theInſcription of 
that Athenian AltaryTo the unknown 
God , from the deſignation of ev/ufoc 
Kot» from their common feaſts or 
0:0Z211e ; from the adjun of Del- 
phicw piven to tb: which in 
Greek ſignifies nnw ; as Macrobius 
obſerves, from heir Altars erected, 
Diſque Deabuſque omnibus , and 


from the general invocation of all the 
 Petties 
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Deities joyntly ſubjoyned to all 


their particular ſacrifices.So that the 
great and all-comprehending [dea, 
whercin he is repreſented, as in one 
big mirrour to us, was by chem broke 


in pieces, and in each of theſe pieces | 


taken” alone did they ſee 3 Deity, 


” though much abridged - Whereas 


all theſe pieces , when ſet rogerher, 
did repreſent bur one, and each piece 
did then ſhew bur a part. But to 
evidence that our belief of a Deity 
js not a ſtate and traditionall impo- 
ſture, I would willingly know if ever 
the Skilfulleſt of Sathans emiffaries 
was able to induce the world to be- 
lieve that there was no God + which 
(doubtleſs) might have at ſome oc- 
caſions contributed much to ſome 
mens polirick deſigns, and which that 
rebel] would-have attempted , if ci- 
ther God had nor reſtrained him, or 
himſelf had not known it impre- 
ſtable. And it is moſt remarkable, 
chat the firſt promoters of that di- 
yine NoArine were perſons, who, 
oth by precept and practice, decryed 
Ambition 
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ployments 3 and ſo it were abſurd 
ro think that they invented theſe 
in ſubordination to State Pro 
Jectse | 
There is alſo much force in that 
Argument, wherein from the nature 
of propheſying, is concluded the 
being of a God: for, to foreſee, is 
doubtleſs a way of ſeeing , far above 
the reach of humane nature ; man 
not being able ro conclude but thar, 
What 1s poſſible upon both parts, 
may come to paſs upon either of its 
parts» And hence it was, that the 
Heathens themſelves termed this 
prediction divination, as if it could 
not be but divine. As alſo, if there 
were not a God, but that this were 
a fiRion, it would follow , that er» 
rour and deluſion ( ſuch as this ex 
hypotheſi) were able , and aRually 


 did,of all other things, frame a man's 


ſoul moſt to virtue : and that the 
beſt of men ( ſuch as are the adorers 
of a Deity ) were both the greateſt 
cheats andblock-heads. All which, 

| are 
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The Virtuoſo, 
are abſurditics to be hiſs'd at by all 
who are-maſters of the meaneſt por-= 
tion of hamane reaſon» 

There lurketh much curious coh- 
templation in pondering , how that 
albeit che parents of all heathniſh 
Reliptons , have been incomparably 
the chiefeft witts in their times ; for | , 
elſe they could not have impreſſd | « 
the ſpirits of their diſciples with | c 
ſoch abſtraf& principles; Yet, all | 
their Models, ſeem repugnant to || 
common reaſon : and they have || , 
choiſ'd eo teach principles which | \ 

l 
[ 
| 
t 


fecm ridiculous. | 

Thus the Fictions related by the 
Poets of their gods, the Rites uſed 
by the Remans,and the Fopperies of 
the Alicoran, are ablurdities unwor- 
thy of 8 rational belief, if man were 
not ated by an innate principle, to 
place the myſteries of Religion above 
his reafon. 

By which we ſee, that the impu- 
ration caſt upon the Scriptures of 


their contrariety to reaſon, chocks |} - 
lkewayes the principles of all Na- | 
tions : 
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'* Or Stoick; 
ciong : and cer:ainly, if there were 
nothing revealed to us-in Religion, 
but what the ſhore line of our reaſon 
might fadom, the omnipotency of 
God, and the weakneſs of our own 
reaſon,ſhould remain ſtill unknown 
and ſeing our reaſon is only ſuitable 
ro our nature, certainly if chat infinite 
eſſence and ir's myſteries might be 
comprehended by that ſame reaſon, 
which meaſurerth things finit, we 
might conclude God to be finir like- 
wayes; and isit not impudence in us 


| who know not the cbbing and flow- 


ing of the ſea, nor the reaſon why 
the Adamant draweth the iron, to 


repine becauſe we cannot compre- 
hend the effence of God Almighty ? 


and then vainly to conclude, that be- 


cauſe we cannot graſp within the 
ſhort armes of our underſtanding, 
the vaſt bulk of the Deity,thart there 
is no Deity 2 Aconcluſion as abſurd, 


 aSif one (ſhould ſay, that when the 


nimble wings of an arrow tranſport 
it above our ſight, it did leave 04to 
be, whea it left off to be perceived. 
os, And 


The Virtuoſo, 
Ahd I am of opinion , that myſteriq, 
ouſneſs ſaits rarely well with divine he 
Truths, the fineſt things uſing alf® 
wayes to be beſt wrapt up : thus iff? 
we liſten to our hid inclinations , wef*" 
will find a pleaſing veneration in re-f®' 
ſerved filence ; and our curioſity willf© 
ſwiftly follow , what by it's retired? 
neſs fleeth from us: lilent groves|®* 
whoſe buſh-top trees lay their heads|®! 
together, as ina conſpiracy to reſiſt di 
the Sun's entry,and powder its lighe}'* 
with Sables, creat's a veneration in L 
us» And as the Heathens did choiſe|* 
groves, So did the primitive Chri- 
\tians light their Devotions with 
torches and candles, intimating 
thereby that umbrag'd ſilence was an 
excellent Shryn for ſincere devo- 
tions ; and in this ſenſe, it may be, 
the Word of God is ſaid to be a Lan- 
tern to our ſteps, and the ſeven 
Churches arecompared to ſevenCan- 
diſticks. Did not our Saviour teach 
His diſciples in parables ?. and was 
not the Ark vailed from the eyes of 
the people ? the Pagans Mes 
TOtflT 
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” Sſheir divinity in Hieroglyphicks; and 


11. kmongſt humane Writers, the moſt 
 iglnyſterious carry ſtill the Lawrels : 
refand why ſhould we vainly wiſh to 
e.comprehend the nature of the Deity, 
jjfſeing Hoſes, God's intimate, and 
4. (Pinion, could not have that allow- 
eg ance? And God himſelf, when for 
4,[our neceffiry inſtrution He would 
-R (diſcover ſomething of Himſelf co ns, 
\efis forced per arvgoromeliar, ( as 
in [Pivines ſpeak) to diſcover Himſelf 
ſe(in a file borrowed from humane 
-. |frailty, and ro expreſs His infinite af- 
h | fetions by our diſordered paſſions. 
gf 1 believe, that Socretes, natur*s 
n | greateſt diſciple,and the Deity's pro» 
romartyr, was a proſolyt of the ſame 
faith, which we profeſs, and had his 
large ſoul illuminated by that Sun of 
righteouſneſs, whoſe refulgent rayes 
are now the bright torches of the 
chriſtian Church. Neither is my be- 
lief in this ſtaggered by the ſilence of 
his co-temporary W riters, as to this 
particular : ſeing theſe, not being of 
the ſame perſwaſion with a but 
£19 
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The Firianſo, 
being convinced of his moral worthFÞ 
did deſcrive his opinions ſuitably toÞ*c 
their own apprebenfion. Thus didp'0! 
theſe pagan Hiſtorians admire the b 
great Saviour of mankind , only forf®! 
His morall accompliſhments, with"? 
out reaching theſe divine principles,Þ! 
by which He was aRed. The Storch s fc 
likewayes were in all probability, aÞ© 
tribe of John Biptiſt's, and GodP* 
having reſolyed to purge the Uni-PN 
_ verſeof its original unrighteouſneſs Ik 
by that bleſſed ſana which came [* 
down from heaven to give life to the JP! 
world, did by their doctrine of abſte- [{C 
miouſneſs, as by a ſpare dyet, pre- |" 
pare its body for receiving that di- |'t 
vine Doſe And certainly, if men bad J* 
disbanded that execrable troup| of |" 
luſts, againſt which theſe preached, 
and had liſtned (as the Stoicks Book 
of Diſcipline inzuyned) to their own 
private conſciences, and had by retir- 
edneſs abſtrated themſelves from 
the reach of temptations, it had fa- 
cilitated much their converſion ; for 
if the young Lawyer, who came to 
| __ __ coalule 


Or Stoick, wg 
-htohſule Chriſt bow co draw vp his 
rapecurities of heaven, and of his por- 
1;qþi00 there, had believed cheir Or«cle, 
hebvhich decry'd riches as the unnece{- 
orfary baggadge of man's life , and the 
udd which clog'd the wings of the 
s,fouls contemplation, and kept it 
> efcom ſoaring its natural pitch, he had 
ever refuiſed our Saviour's yoke, 
d becauſe he was commanded to ſell all 
;. and to give it to the poor. Thus 
 likewayes if the rich glutton had dy- 
e fſered himſelf according to the ſcant 
e [preſcript of their allowance, his 
. [ſcoarched tongue had not ſtood in 
« jneed of a drop of watter to allay it's 
- [thirſt, Neither had Nzcodemus 
4 needed to have mantled himſclf in 
F [the darkneſs of the night, when he 
, [cane to our Saviour, out of fear, Iſt 
. | he ſhould have been diſcovered; ſe- 
[ing their doQrine might have raughe 
| him, that fear was a paition, un- 
wortby to be lodged in the foul of 
man: And that there is nothing here, 
which a man either ſhould, or need=- 
eth 00 feats 


But 


The Virtuoſo, 

But albeit neicher #nſfi:nZ nor 
faith, were able to convince us in- 
fall:ibly of this truth ; Yer is it both 
more ſatisfying, and more ſafe to 
embrace this opinion , then its con= 
trary. More ſatisfying, becauſe 
man's ſummun boxum here, being 
lodged in the tranquillity of his ſpi- 
rit; That which can beſt plaine 
and ſmooth the rugged and uneven 
face of his frequent and inevitable 
misfortunes , muſt be doubtleſs the 
molt carreſſable of opinions : where- 
fore, ſcing nothing can ſtrengthen ſo 
much mag's frailty , nothing check 
ſo ſoon his diſpair , norhing feed ſo 
much his hope, nor animate ſo much 
his courage , as to believe that there 
is x God, who bearecth the heavieſt 
end of all our eroſfes upon the 
ſhoulders of His /ove ; who is able 
to turi , or arreſt the giddie wheel 
of fortune by rhe ſtrong hand of His 
Omaipotency ; and who twiſterh 
Lawrels of inimaginable joyes for 
the heads of theſe who fight un- 
der his banners. If a man leaned 
| got 
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not his weary ſoul upon this divine 

Reſt, he were not only an enemy to 
nature , but even to his own happi- 
neſs. What rocks of danger could 
men eſcape, if blind-fortune did fit 
at the helme , and if vertuous per- 


ſons complain, as affairs are preſent- 


ly ſtated ? that theic merites are not 
weighed with indifferency enough in 
the Scales of juſtice, What might be 
expeced, if hazard got the ballance 


- co mannage* And theſe who leave 
- their native countries, when they 


perceive that the Law beginneth to 
render its Oracles in an nacontant 
Stile, and with a trembling voice, be- 
hooved to leave the world, if this 
Anarchy were by Atheiſme eſta- 
bliſhed > For as a wiſe Stoick well 
obſerved, «« 251 Cuy 69 Two 00a Kaye 
Oewv, 3} xv Teovoies: 18 were impoſ- 
ſible to live in a world, void of God 
«nd void of providence. 

It is likewayes moſt ſafe ; for if 
there be a Deity, doubtleſs theſe o0b- 
dured Atheiſts, whoſe obſtinacy 
hath conjured their conſciences to a 

SE En es cons 
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The Virtneſh, 
cohſtrain'd filence, and brybed theſe 
infallible Witneſſes, to depone what 
ſuited beſt with their wild reſoluti- 
ons , or rather negleted reſolutly 
their (ſincere depoſitions : then cer- 
tainly, the juſt flames of that God's 
indignation , whom they have dif- 
claimed, will beat for them a furnace 
in hell, beyond what the other dam- 
ned ſpirits (hall meet with in their 
torture, Whereas albeit there be 
no tribunall, from which ſnch a 
thunder-bole ſentence may be dart- 
ed, nor no ſupreme Judge by whom 
our aRions ſhall be canvaſs'd, Then 
theſe who have paid their adorati- 
ons at His altars, ſhall be in no dan- 
per. Wherefore, ſcing it ſhould be 
the task of « Y/ irtuoſo , £O turn out 

all ſuch thoughts as may raiſe a mu- 
tity in his breaſt ; it were a fooliſh 
toy in him to entertain Atheiſme, 
which is a Nurcery of diſquietneſs : 
for whoſe breaſt could enjoy a calme 
whilſt a concernment of ſo much 
weight, as his externall portion, did 
bing from the weak threed of a mere 
WAY 
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may be, 3nd of ſuch a 249 be; ng 
marches ſo near with a wi/! not be > 

But if ye would know, what dif- 
quicting vapours Atheifme fends up 
ro the brain, when 'it is once drunk 
in: go to the horrour: cresting beds 
of a dying Atheiſt, whoſe roaring 
voice, might awake the moſt lethar= 
]ick conſcience that ever the devil 
luli'd aſleep. There ye ſhall know 
by the Urinal of his' eyes, and the 
water ftanding therein , what con- 
vulſion-firs his ſon! ſuffers; and 
ſhall learn from his' own mouth, 
how grievouſly his diſeaſed ſoul is 
ſtreatched upon the rack of deſpair: 
then it is, that the volumineus Re- 
aiſters of his conſcience , which did 
ly formerly claſp'd in ſome udſcarcht 
corner of his memory , are ſaid open: 
before him, and the devil who hi-. 
therto gave him the leſſening end of 
the Proſpe&, to ſurvey his fins in, 
turns now its magnifying end to his 
fearfull eye. It ſhould be then the 
2rand defign of a Philoſopher, to 
order his own breaſt aright , before 

en C 2 he 


The Yirtuoſo, 
he go abroad to view the Works of 
the Creation; leaſt if he leave its 
door utbolted, the devil ſteal from 
him his richeſt Jewel, whileſt he 
ſweats to enrich his cofitemplation 
with what is of far leſs conſe- 


quEnces 


Su.; Tris no wild fancy. to think , that 
per- Atheiſme bath been the produRt of 
fiiti- Superſtition : for certainly, many 
'* who were by bumour Galio's, find- 
m2 that Religion exaRted from men 

ſuch inhumane homage to its recog- 
nizanee, as was the ſacrificing child- 

ren amongſt the Heathens, wearying 
Pilgrimages, and hefAtick Lents 
amongſt Chriſtians, did refolve ra- 
ther to deny than to adore ſuch Dci- 
ties. Thus Lacretizs revolted up- 

on eAgamemnon's ſacrificing his 
daughter Iphigenia for the grecian 

ſafety, crying out, 


T antum Religio potuit ſuadere 
malorum,. 


And 
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And thus Pertronins Arbiter n 

monck of the ſame Cell, ſays that, 
Primus in orbe deos timor fecit, 
| fulmina celo 

Cum caacrent - 
And to prevent this, our Saviour 
doth oft inculcat, that His yoke is 
eafie and His burden is lighe. And 
doubtleſs, as the Qtraighteſt line is 
alwayes the ſhorteſt ; So the moſt 
rational deſignes are alwayes eafily= 
eſt effteuated; and. as Seneca hath 
excellently obſerved, Lrcee Deus 
non eſſet, tamen non peccarem ob 
peccats vilitatem. There is ſome- 
thing of meanneſs in the pallanteſt, 
and moſt alluring fin. And this is 
moſt energetically expreſt -in Scrip- 
ture, whilſt it is ſaid that the wicked 
Weary themſeles by their ſins, A 
principle , which aot only the ma» 
giſterial Autbority. of God's Spirit, 
but our experience likewayes places 
above the reach of all ſcruples : for 
are not the inquieruds, the cheats, 
and palliated parricids, and facri- 
ledges brooded by ambition , the 
C3 ckurliſh- 
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The Virtuoſo, 
churliſhneſs and cloſe-handedneſs 
parented by avarice, effteAs unwors 


thy to be father*'d upon any rational 
| ſoul ; And at which we ſhould ſcar- 


ſet our cheeks with bluſhes, as well 
as cnpale them through fear , and 
{ſhould ſtaad as much in awe of our 


conſciences, as moſt do of a Deity ? 


Yet, it may be we are in a miſtake, 
whilſt we place Superſtition in the 
exceſs of ſuch adorations , as are ei- 
ther commanded or indifferent : for 
ſeing the objze& of our adorations, 
God Almighty, is in Himſelf ioftnir, 
we can never exceed Either in our re- 


ſpeAs ro Him, or in the expreſsion_ 
-ofthem. Exceſs being only admiſ- 


ſible, where the obje& is finir, and 
where we attribute mor then is due, 


which can neyer be here. Thus if 


Kneeling be lawfull at any occaſion, 
I hardly fee why it is not lawſull ro 


kaeel at all occalions. And if theſe 


exteriour rites and ceremonies (ſome 
whereof are allow'd in all Churches ) 
be judged requifit , for expreſſing 
our vaſlalage and ſubordination to 


| God our maker, either they are al- 


Or Stock, 


rogether unwarrantable, or elſe we 
ſhould proportion them ( as far as 
in us lyes) to that infinite objeR. 
And ſeing the Angels are ſaid to co» 
ver their faces with their wings be= 


| fore Him , the Patriarchs to fall up- 


on their face and worſhip 3 and our 
adorable Saviour , in that confli& 
wherein He repreſented ſiofull man, 
is by Matthew remark'd to have 


falln upon His face, by 1 ar k 0 


have fall*n upon the ground, and by 
Luke to have kneel'd. What is 
crawling man , that he ſhould ac- 
count ſuch geſtures fond Superſtiti® 
on? It would appear then, that 
Superſtition conſiſts in man's wore 
ſhiping God by meanes unlawfull, 
ſuch as are children- ſacrifices, and 
ſuch like, whereby His divine attri- 
butes are miſ- repreſented, and taint- 
ed with cruelty, or tyrannie,and not 
in an exceſs , in ſuch expreſſions of 
our reſpeR as are in themſelves Iaw- 
full. And ifthere be any ſtrength in 


that argument , wherein we inforce 
rhe 


The Virtuoſo, 


_ the being of God, from the harmo« 
nious conſene and aſſent of all Nati- 
ons : certajaly , by that ſame argu- 
ment, we may eſtabliſh the decency, 
if not the neceſſity , of Ceremonies. 
For, what Nation bowes to Altars, 
without profound and external ſub- 
miſſions * And, who lodges upon 
the ſurface of our Globe, whe payes 

not as the reddexdo of their Charter 
co theſe gods whom they worſhip, 
ceremonial Adorations, wrapt up in 
moſt ſubmiſſive Rites ? 
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why That God made all things for 
= , His olory, is an expreflion , which 
_— yt a ( I think ) looks not well art the teſt 
creat. Of reaſon , and hath no warrand bur 
ed, unwary cuſtome : for beyond all 
queſtion, His glory was ſo brimefull 
formerly, that it neither needed, nor 
could recieve any conſiderable acceſ= 
fion from this ſmall drop. And befids 
this, the innate apprehenſion we 
have of doing any thing for one's 
glory, dyes this expreſſion with 
iome guilt ; Yet, I confeſs, we may 
Warran” 
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Or Stoick, ' 
warrantably ſay, that when perverſe 


man calls His power in queſtion , or 


controverts His being only wiſe; that 
then, God for our inſtruction , and 
the vindication of His own olorious 
Attributes,doth mavy things for His 


own glory. Andin this ſenſe, the 
Scripture ſaith , taat God will pn- 


niſh the wicked, and deliver His 
people, for His own glory. And 
wherever it is ſaid , that God doth, 


or createh any thivg, for His own 


olory , it 1s doubtleſs in this ſenſe ; 
in which man( who 1s mace after 


His image) may aQt for his own glo= 


ry without any vanity ; albeit to 
2Q& for his own glory in the firſt 


ſenſe, were in him criminal. Iris: 


then more probable, that God being 
infinitly good , ard all good being 
ſus cemmunicarivum , that His dee 
ſign in creating the worid , was to 
communicate and diſplay His good- 
neſs; and upon this baſe probably 
hath Ariſforle reared up his errour, 
of the worlds exiſtercy from all 


_ ePrermity : for, ſeing God was ab 
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The Virtnoſo, 
eters iofinitly good , and that good 
is UN et ibative : 2 he did (it 
may be ) conclude , that ab aterno, 

God did communicate His goodneſs: 
which could only be to creatures. 
And therefore it was necefſar that 
there ihould have been a world : 
and fome Philoſophers have aver'd, 
that che world flowed from God 
exmaxationem, ab etcrno, 2s 
beames are lanced out from the body 
of the Sun. Albtie I be none of 
AnFet:e*s Partiſans , nor holds my 
of him as my Superior ; 
Yer 1 cannot but thick , that God 
hath communicated H;s goodneſs to 
worlds prior to ours, which is but 
of 56E2 years itanding.But I am not 
ſoarro22nt as to.determine the time 
ofrhe firſt worlds birth , nor how 
many C:dets it hath had , refolving 
ro kzvec its Date, blank,to be fall'd up 
by ſome arrogant Pretender.Neither 
ihog'd Faccuſe mine own thoughts of 
Herefte,for concluding, that probab- 
by there ore prefently thouſands of 
werlds co- cxilting with ours, where- 
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or- Stoick, 
of ſome, it may. be, are governed by 
Maximes. If not contrair, yet at 
leaſk differnt from theſe which are 
our Canons. All which worlds, al- 
beit they were acually ſabſiſting , 
would ly in the boſome of the large 
1maginarie Spaces, but like ſo many 


 \mall balls in che corner of a large 


Tennis- court. I {hall not for con- 
firmins this opinion, cite,with an ig- 
norant french Curate, the parable of 


| che Lepers, where it is ſaid , Nonne 
{unt decem munadi ? becauſe I know 


that it was wittily anſwered,Sed ubs 
ſunt reliqui novem ? 


That Eternity is all preſent, and E*cr- 


that in it, there is neither preterit , 
nor future, is but a conceit, and a 
needlets myſterie impoſed upon our 
belief, which is really more myſtert- 
ous then che Trinity ; who knows 
bur it is founded upon an expreſſion 
in Cicero, wherein Eternity 1s cail'd 
eternum inſtans? For how then can 


1t be ſaid , that God was before the 


world? for Was is preterit , and 
betore 


nity. 
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Tht Virtuoſo; 
before the world there was,as them- 


ſelves alledge,no time ; and ſo there 


was 4 4s incternity. Is not God 
call'd by Himſelf Alpha and Omega, 
firſt and laſt, the one whereof is pre- 
terite and the other future ? Andit 
is ſaid, Rev. 16.5. O glorious God, 
Who art,and waſt,and ſhalt be, And 
If it be anſwered, That this 1s only 
ficted to our capacities ; certainly, 
that is all is craved : for, doubtlefle 
there is no ſuch reall thing, as theſe 


. three meaſures of time,even inthings 


finit and created ; for they ow theit 
being only to our conceir, as well jn 
the one as in the other. And when 


God deſcriv'd Himſelf by His name 


Jan Tam, it was not mean't, that 
no meaſure of time could be attri- 
buted co Him, bur the preſent . bur 
rather, that what He was, was to 
man incomprehenſible. And thar all 
we could know of Him, was that He 
exiſted ; and by that expreſſion,thart 
all rbings to Him are preſent, was 
mean*c , that by His Knowledge i»- 
zKitive, ( as Divines terme it ) He 

come 


or Stoick? * 


and this is ſpoke,not of his being, bur 
of his knowledge” Neither can it be 
concluded that if Ws or ſhall be,may 
be attributed to God, then'He mult 
be mutable, and that Was, denotats 
mutation ; for as I ſaid formerly, 
theſe are but termes , not really ex- 
iſting, and ſo cannot import any real 
mutation. | 


How God imployes His uncontrol- o ” 


able Scepter, afrer what faſhion He yerce, 
governs this lower world, and in | 
what charaQers He writs His cter- 

nal Decrees, hath been the arrogant 
ſtudy of ſome mad-cap Pedants, who 

ralk as mapiſterially of His Decrees, 

aS1f they were of His cabinet Coun- 

cel. And albeit to deterre ſuch bold” 
intruders, He deſtroyed thouſands of 

His ancient people, becauſe they 

Ti look'd into His Ark ; Yer, ſach is 

the petulancie of ſome latter Witts, 

that they muſt needs look in to His 

> [| unſearchable boſome; and there ma- 

- oe s/o v4 gs 


. Yle ptaf- 
riſhall all His Decrees, and conceit 
they underſtand His way of work- 
ing; and thus in diſputing of objeas, 
infimitly removed by their obſtruſe- 
neſs from their ſenſe, they ſhew 
themſelves more ridiculous, then 
theſe ' who would Giſpute concern- 
ing the qualities of an objeR, before 
it come ſo near, as that they may 
know of what ſpecies it is: for ſe- 
ing it is a maxime, that there 15 no- 
thing in our underſtanding, which 
hath not paſt to it thorow our ſen- 
ſes, and that the things of God are 
immater1al, and fo fall not under the 
cognizance of our ſenſes ; It muſt be 
folly to think, that any humane ſcru- 
Tinie can find out myſteries that are 
ſo unſearchable, except they be im- 
parted tothem by immediat reyela- 
tion; a kind of correſpondence 
which Icohcieve few now a dayes 
holds with heaven. Yet, I confeſs, 
It is as hard to confute their tons, 
as it 1s impofſhhble for them to come 
by the knowledge of them. But as 
this ſtudy is unattainable, ſo it is un- 
profitable 
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govertiing the world,andHisDecrees 
of ſaveing or damning its Citizehs is 
2 trade we (hall never be able to pra- 
Aiſe , Why ſhould we have ſuch an 
itch to underſtand it? It ſhould be 
enough to ns, to be ſaved, albeit we 
know not how, or by what manner 
of Decrees ; except we be of the 
ſame meteal with that fooliſh pati- 
ent, who would not be cured, be- 
cauſe the Phyſician would not ſhew 
him how the cure was to be com- 
poſed,and what were its ingredients. 
And is it not the Zenith and top- 
branch of madneſs for us to pry into 
Go'ds unſearchable Decrees , who 


know not how our neighbours calf 


is formed in its Dames belly? 

It was a narrow Omnipotency, 
which ſome mean ſpirit'd Heathens 
allowed their 7»picer , when they 
conceited that he wanted lafure to 
diſpoſe of trifles. 

Non licet exiguis rebus adeſſe 
Jovi. 
For if the twinkling of an eye, 

Were 


profitable for ſeeing God's art of 


J 
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The Yirtud{o, 
were not time ſufficient for God ty 
diſpoſe upon all the affairs of this 
world, then there mighe be a greater 
power then His ; and the power to 
diſpoſe ſo ſuddainly , were wanting 


ro his Omnipotency, and ſo He were. 


not infinit, and conſequently no 


God. 


Neither was the Rodomontade of | 


Alphonſw«, King of Portzgal, more 
pious then this ; when he alleadged 
that if God had made uſe of His ad- 
vice in framing the world , He had 
helped many things in it , which he 
now could juftly taxe of errour. 


Theſe ewo extremes, arc the two 


Poles, whereon the globe of Athe- 
i{me turns it ſelf ; ſome, out of an 
impious humility , complementing 
God out of His Authority, by deny- 
ing that He diſpoſes of the meanec 
ſize of buſineſs, and others detra- 
ing from His providence,in attribut- 
ing His operations to chance and 
fate, or branding them with injuſt- 
ice or imprudence. 

\ There are among School-men two 
opinions 


# 
Or Storch; 

opinions which diſpute victory with 

( almoſt ) equal forces, The one 
whereof, will have God the ſole 
agent, and to make uſe of ſecundary 

_ cauſes, only, as of ciphers, theſe ſay 

| that jt is not fire which burns, but 
that God burns «d preſentianm ig- 


#ss ; nor water which cools , but 
| that God cools ad preſentiam aque: 


thing as to ſay, that God jugl'd 
with man ; and as Charmers do, 
| || preſented ingredients, bur wroughe 
= || by hid means. RG 

| In too near an affinity with this,is 
o ſlthe Dofrine of Predeſtination as 
- ſome reach it, wherein they will 
1 {© have man to play the mere ſpeRator 
o Fin his own Salvation: and albeit 
'- there be a free and full render of 
c {| mercy made to loſt man, yer will not 
{- Nallow bim any power to embrace or 
rejeRt it; judging this. one of the 


potency , that He doth ſave or con- 
demn ex mero beneplacito ; never 
conſidering, that the queſtion is nor, 

| what 


bs: 


which is, in my opinion , the fame 


neceſſary appanages of God's Omni- | 


33 


The Virtuoſo, 
whatGod can do,but what He doth: 
And that it derogats nothing from 
His Omnipotency, that He will not 
damn poor ſinners , who according 
eo their Dofrine cannot be blamed 
for their obſtinacy « becauſe it was 
never free to them to dootherwiſe: 
and how ( Ipray you) could the 
fluggard in the parable, have been 
puniſhed , for not improving his ta» 
lent, and laying it up in a napkin, if 
God had by His Decree caſt an in- 
ſolvable knot upon that napkin, 
wherein it was [aid ap ? 

The other opinion , will have ſe- 
cundary cauſes the ſole agents ; and 
reaches,thatGod in the firſt mould- 
ing of each creature,did dote it with 
innate qualities, ſufficient to at eve- 
ry thing requiſit for its ſubſiſtence; 
bat in ſign of its ſubjeRion to its 
Maker, reſerved to Himſelf, as His 
prerogative royal, a power to. bend 
and bow theſe inclinations upon ex- 
traordinary occaſions , for the good 
of the Univerſe, or when His infal- 
lidle Omni-prudence ſhould think 
ex” 
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expedient» Thus, when that All- 
eyeing eye of the world, the Sun, 
was firſt turn'd off the frame, .it had 
11 Commiſsion to ſow its influences 
over the world without any retard- 
ment ; Yet was its motion arreſted, 
2nd turn'd back by an extraordinar 
warrand in the dayes of Jofsre and 
Zeackiah, Thus they make the 
creatures reſemble a Watch , which 
after it is once compleated , goes by 
its own-Springs and Wheels, with- 
out the Artiſt's continual aſsiftance> 
Yet,when either its motion becomes 
irregular, or when the owner fiads 
it fit, it is unpeced, or hath its In- 
dex put forward or backward at his 
pleaſure. And this laſt, ſeems to 
ſuit beſt with the principles, both of 
Chriſtianity and Stoiciſme. With 
Chriſtianity, becauſe it gives a check 
to preſumption, and ſuffers not man 
to think himſelf the ſole arbiter of 
his own condition ; becauſe God can 
ealily quaſh theſe babylon-like fan- 
cies, which his topleſs ambition is 
ſtill a building ; and to his deſpair, 

: "D 2 becauſe 
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becauſe a lift from the ſtrong arme 


of Providence, may heave him up 
above all his difficulties. 
This correſponds beſt likewayes 


with Stoiciſme, becauſe it pulls the 


hands of a ſluggard from his boſome 
and ſetts them awork to prepare for 
himſelf, and not to repoſe his un- 
reaſonable hopes upon divine Provi- 
dence; which only keeps theſe from 
ſinking, who endeavour to ſwimme. 
This likewayes cakes from man, all 
excuſe of fining, not ſuffering him to 
lay over his vitiouſneſs upon Provi- 
dence, a ſhift roo ordinar amongſt 
ſach , as miſunderſtand the taſhleſs 
Doctrine of the reformed Churches. 
This opinion makes us likewayes 
underſtand, what the Heathens 
meant by foriwne, which they term- 
ed gidaze ; what the Stoicks meant 
by fate, which they confeſſed to be 
irreſiſtable ; and in what ſenſe Phi- 
loſophers concluded , that each man 
could hammer out his own fortune. 
As to the Papan's fortwne, it cannoc, 
be thobght, that ſcing it was by 
| them- 
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And ſeing they confell'd , that it was 
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them(elves confefl'd to be 6/54, that 
they could truſt it with the reines 
of the admirably manag'd world. 


alwayes ſtagering and nnconſtant, it 
cannot be thought that they conl4 
aſcrive to it, all theſe curious and 
jaſt events , which chey themſelves 
admired hourly, Wherefore it is 
probable, that the Philoſophers, 
having through the proſpeR of na* 
eure, and by an uninterrupted expe- 
rience, Obſerved, that man ( who 
ated from a freedom of ſpirit unre- 
ſtrained , either by providence or 
ſtarr-influences as to his ordinar 
operations ) was of a volatile and 
capricious humour ; therefore they 
concluded , that the ſtate of humane 
affairs, which was framed and un- 
framed at his ill-fixt pleaſnre, be- 
hoved neceſlarily to be moft ſub- 
j& to changes. And that ſcing the 
victories of Ceſar, depended upon 
the inclinations of his ſouldiers, who 
by abandoning him , would fetch 
his proſperity 'away with them: 
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they had reaſob therefore to terme 
his fortune Frail and expoſed to 
hazard. 

Thus the advancment of the reſt- 
leſs Courtier is uncertain, becauſe it 
hings from the humor of his Prince, 
whoſe ſpirit hath ſome allay of un- 
conſtancy,as well as hath that of the 
fearfull ſubje& , who trembls under 
his Scopter. And thus the oyI-con= 
ſuming Student, can promiſe himſelf 
no applauſe, becauſe the paralytick 
hand of the multitudes fancies, holds 
the ſcales wherein his abilities are 
weighed. 

In fine , fort#we was nothing to 
theſe Ancients, but the unbodyed 
freedom of man's will , conſidered 
abſtraQtly from all particular perſons 
and the innate qualities of all other 
creatures, ( which , becauſe they 
are mortal, muſt therefore be chang- 
able ) then which nothing is more 
inconſtant, nothing more blind. 

The other branch of divine Pro- 
vidence, which conſiſts in the ſu- 
preme Authority, whereby God 


makes 
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makes all humane inclinations run 
ſometime apainft the byaſle of cheic 
ſpecifick nature, was by them termed 
fate. And this in their mythologie 
they fabled to be an Adamant chain, 
which they faſtned to the foot of 
7&piter's chair, meaning by its ada- 
mantine nature , that it was hard to 
be brok like the Adamant ; and by 
faſtning it to 7#p3ter*s chair, that it 
was the produ of the Almighty's 
power. Thus fortzne and fate, 
were tothem but the right and left 
hands of chriſtian providence, 

_ Theſe embodyed angels, the Sto- 
:6þs, finding that fortunes megrim 
could not be cured, nor fates decrees 
reſcinded,and yet reſolving, in ſpighe 
of all external accidents, to ſecure to 
themſelves a calmneſs of ſpirit ; did 
place their happineſs in the contempt 
of all theſe follies , whoſe bloſſomes 
fortune couid not blaſt, and ſought 
for happineſs in an acquieſcence to 
all which providence did unalterably 
decree ; So that neither fortune nor 
fate could ſtand in the way of their 


hap- 
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happineſs, becauſe rhey NMighted the 
one,and ſubmitted to the other. 

And in this ſenſe, each man in 
their ſchools, was admitted to be 
Maſter-of-work to his owh fortune: 
and that without diſparaging the 
omnipotent power of the great For- 
tune-maker, in ſubmffion to whom 
their happineſs was plac'd. 

Albeit the knowledge and ac- 
knowledgment of a God, be the ba- 
fs of true Stoiciſme , and a firmer 
one then any the Heathens could 
pretend to ; Yet, that knowledge of 
Him, which by the curiofity of 
School-men and the bigotrie of 
Tub-preachers, as now formed in a 
Body of Divinity,is of all others the 
leaſt neceſſary and the moſt dange- 
rous. And whereas we did fee God 
but in a Glaſs formerly , that Glaſs 
15 now ſo miſted and ſoyl'd by each 
Pedant's flegmatick breath, that it is 
hard to ſee Him art all, but impoſſible 
to ſee Him there. And to extend a 
little that myſterious analogy « we 
are ſa1d to behold God here, as ina 

fy, | Glaſs 
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Glaſs,and as obj<Qts are beſt perciev- 
ed in the ſmoctheſt mirrers ; So the 
plaineſt deſcriptions of Him, are {till 
the trueſt? for when He is ſeen by 
| Atheiſts in the globe-glaſs of their 
» | infidelity , He appears leſs then re-. 
. | ally He is, when beheld by the Pa- 
1 | gans in the multiplying Glaſs of Pa- 
ganiſme, He appears many 3 and 
when He is look't upon in the mag- 
nifying Glaſs of Seperſtition,though 
He appear but one, Yet He 1s miſre- 
preſented, becauſe He js repreſented, 
35 more terrible then He deſires to 
appear: and ordinarily the better cut 
Glaſſes are, and the more artificiall, 
the worſe the face is by them repre- 
ſented. 


That firſt Curſe which did ſowe Thee 
all the world with briers and #%7- 
thorns, did, of all other things, fall 
molt heavily upon the ſoul of man. 
Which becauſe ic was chief in the 
tranſsreſsion , ought in reaſon to 
have been moſt tortured in the pu- 
aiſhment, And now his diſquiered 
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prickles of thornie diſputes and de- 
bates: which, as like briers, they 
produce no fruit fit.for alimenting 
that noble half of man, which is his 
rational ſoul; So do they, like 
thorns, pierce his tender conſcience, 
and to ſcrew his torments to their 


higheſt pina ; the choughts of God, 


and of ſettlment i in Him, which like | 


balme ſhould cure theſe ſores, is be= 
come that hemlock, which occaſions 
his diſtraRions, and poyſons his me- 
ditations. For , albeit the Heroes 
of the primitive Church , did give 
milk in abundance to Infant=chriſti- 
2ns ; Yet, many of their ſucceſſors, 
have mix: it ſo with the tart vinegar 
of contentiongthat that milk beginns 
now tocrudle, and ſo is become 
foarhſome to the appetite of tender 
believers. For, moſt of Churche 
men, being idle, and concieving, that 
if they taught only the holy Scrip- 
cures, their vocation might by Laicks 
be undervalued as = and that 
they would be depyed that applauſe, 
which 


ſpirit, is daily piercd with the. 
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| which was due to quaintneſfe of wit, 
eſpecially in a ſetledChurch,where- 
in Church- men could not draw re- 
verence from the people, by Oracles, 
as did the heathen Prieſts ; nor by 
prophecies and miracles, as did the 
Servants of the moſt High,under the 
old and new Teſtaments. Did there- 
fore , according to their private ih- 
clinations, frame each to himſelf x 
new kind of Divinity” The more 
pragmatick ſort, and theſe whoſe 
humour was edped rvith choler, in- 
vented polemick or controverted di- 
vinity- And ſo by an inteſtine and 
civil war of opinions , raiſed within 
the bowels of Religion; did waſte 
and pillage that holy Canaan, which 
formerly flowed with the milk of 
fincere Dofrine , and the honey of 
divine Conſolations. And then, 
that precious blood, which formerly 
purpled only pagan-ſcaffolds, dyed 
now the ſwords of fellow-believers: 
who, to propagate their private 
judgment , buried Churches under 
their rubbiſh,fed the birds of heaven 


with 
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with the carcaſes of pious ahd reve- 
rend Church-men ; and by the mad 
hands of bigott opiniaſtrity,brok to 
pieces all the ſacred bonds of natural 
and civil duties : and thus they raiſ- 
ed the devil of contention, whom 
they could not lay again; and 
made this Itch of diſputing,tura the 
Scab of the Church. | 
Others again,in whoſe brains ſal- 
len melancholy, form'd phantomes 
and ideas,invented ſcolaſtick Theolo- 
gy; and theſc,in abſtraR cells,ereed 
a Mint-houſe fer coyning the droſs 
of their own conterplations, into 
wonderfu!l bombaſt notions : and to 


make them go current, in the ſuffer- 


ing Church, gave them the :7preſſa 
of Theology. | 
A third fort, not able to ſoare 
their picch in che sky of Invention, 
reſolved to ſet up a correſpondence 
with heaven: and this they called 
enthuſtaſtick, or inſpired, Theology. 
And theirCabbins were Poſt-houſcs, 
where one might know what was 
reſolved lately in the conclave of 
heaven 
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| | heaven, whether the Kibg or Parlias 
ment was to wear the Lawrels, and 
| what ſhould be the iflue of our pi- 
ous rebellions. Theſe could likewiſe 
| caſt the horoſcop of your ſalvation; 
and invented a ſpecics of Phyſftogno- 
my» whereby they could tell if the 
marks of Grace dwelt upon « face, 
and if one had the traits of an cle& 
child of God. Afﬀeer this faſhion 
did they prophefie their own fancies, 
and call that Providence only which 
made for them. 

There wants not ſome likewayes, 
who,out of a well meaning deſire, 
to make the lamp of truth darte irs 


rayes with the clearer ſplendor, ſnuff 


ir ſonearly, that they extinguiſh it 
quyt 3: and leays us nothing bur the 
ſtink of its ſnuff; like ſome curious 
Phyſicians, who purge ſo frequent- 
ly , that they deſtroy the body en- 
eruſted ro their cure. We in this 
Iſland have met with ſome of theſe 
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Charletans, who, I am confident, 


purged oftner both Church and 
State, then Zeke, the beloved phyfi- 


clan, 


The Fittucſo 
cian, would have preſcrived, if we 


had had the 00d fortune to havef i 


been his Patients: 

The taleſt witt is not able to 
reach heaven, albeit (1know ) ma- 
ny disjoint their witts in ſtretching 
them too high in the i inquiry of its 
myſteries. Neither impute I our 
ſhort-coming in the knowledge of 


theſe myſteries, ſolly to their ob- 


truſneſs ; bur, I believe, our medi- 
tations are more clouded in relation 
to theſe, then really they need to be, 
becauſe of their innate frailty : for 
we ſee, that ſome who are maſters of 
much reaſon in things humane, be- 
tray much folly in their devorions: 
wherefore, I am induced to believe, 
that it fares with the ſoul in this, as 
uſcally it doth with the body, whoſe 
pulls are proportionally the weaker, 
as the thing graſp'd-after is plac'd 
above its true reach. And ſo theſe 
arrogant Pretenders pull bur faint- 
ly , becauſe they raiſe their medi- 
tations too high on their tip-toes : 
whereby they are difab!l'd from im- 


ploying 
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ploying all their natucall vigour, 
in pulling at theſe weighty and 
ſublime Truchs , which they catch, 
hot by thac corner which is neareſt, 
2s meanner witts do, ( and fo are 


fetch at what in Divinity is higheſt, 
by which cffore, their endeavours 
are fainter, then cheſe whoſe ſpirit 
is of a leffer ſize. And theſe colotus 
witts, become the greateſt Herericks, 
as theſe ordinarily are moſt burnt, 
whoſe fingers ofteſt ſtir up fires, and 
as Chirurgians have moe cuts and 
wounds, then any other Mechanicks, 
who handle not fo oft theſe wound- 
ing tools. 1t is not fit that moreal 
man ſhould wreſtle roo much with 
theſe myſteries, leaſt his reaſon, like 
7 «606, be forc'd to come off, halting. 
Nothing hath more bufed my 
thoughts, then to find a reaſon why 
the Heathens , who were as aſlidu- 
ous and zealous too in the worſhip 
of their gods, as we Chriſtians, did 
never frequent Sermons, nor knew 
no ſuch part of divine Service ; 
es whereof 
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whereof ( probably ) the reaſon was 
becauſe their Governors ( whoſe 


commands amongſt them. were the 
ſole jure-diviroſmip of all Ecclefia- 


ſtick Rites )feared,thatChurch-men, 


if they had been licenc'd ro harangue 
ro the people, would have influenc'd 
too much that groſs body ;: which 
was the reaſon likewayes,why in the 
primitive Church ( as one of their 
Hiftorians obſerves) ex formula 
populo predicabant , tantum anti= 
qnitds timebat 110 Y OY fo They 
preached only approved Sermons, 
ſo much did antiquity fear theſe 
leaders of the people, a practice, as 
1s reported, lately renewed by the 
Duke of R#sſſia : and this ſeemeth 
alſo to have been the reaſon , why 
all Liturgies have prick't eexts for 
their Preachers, leſt if they had been 
ſefr afreedom in their choice, they 
had choſe ſuch as might, in the let- 
ter, have ſuited beſt with ſuch ſedi- 
tious Libels as are now obtruded 
upon the people, in lieu of pious ho- 
milies, at remarkable or feſtiva] oc- 
ca{iOns» 
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cafions. Yer,I think, chat our late 
DoRors, who can find all Doarine 
in any text, would cafily have elud- 
ed chat canonick defigne, If we 
ſhould parallel the homilies ; which 
theſe renowned Fathers have lefe, 
as Legacies, to poſterity, with theſe 
which our age runs afrer, we would 
nnd, that the firſt were pointed leſ- 
ſons of mortification ; which, like 
Aſoſes rod, could draw gulhes of 
rears from the rocky hearts of the 
moſt obdured ſinners ; whereas mx- 
ny of theſe laſt are but State-gozets, 
wherein the people are informed, 
what are the reſolves of the civil 
Magiſtrate : And whereas their firſt 
nention made them Ambaſſadors 
of glad-tydings betwixt God and 
His people, they have made them- 
telves Heraulds, to denounce Warres 
detwixt God's Vice-gerent and His 
tubjets. Thus, Peter's ſucceſſors 
will oft times, like himſelf, rather 
araw the ſword then watch for their 
Maſter©» And fince our Saviour 


hath difarmed them,as He did Peter, 
E and 
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and filled their hands with thekeyes, 
cheſe who offend them are ſure to 
get over the head with theſe, I 
confeſle, God hath not lefe His 
Church without ſome skilfall Pilots, 
co lead in His ſervants, with ſecuri- 
ry,to the harbour of Salvation : to 


whom this Diſcourſe and it's Au- }ſ! 


thor ſhall pay all reſpeas. 
Moſt of all Churches do, like coy 


ftri#- maids , lace their bodies ſo ſtrair, 


Chup= 
ENc1, 


neſs of that they bring on them a conſum- 


_ ; and will have the gates of 
eaven to have been only made for 
themſelves: and as this njgardli- 
neſs hath poſſeſt Churches , ſo from 
that root hath ſtem'd the churliſh- 
neſs of ſome private Chriſtians, who 
will allow God but a moſt incon- 
fiderable number of theſe whom 
He hath admitted to make up His 
viſible Church. Thus, ſome Paſtors 


will only admit ewo or three to beſſl 


oneſts at the Lord's Table , aliow- 
ing ho wedding garment , but what 
1s of their own ſpinning : and others, 


with their uncharitable hands, blur: 


ths 


— 
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the names of all their acquaintances 
out of the Books of Life, as if they 
were keepers of His Regiſters and 
Rolls ; and will only have ſeats kept 
in the Church, trinmphant,for three 
or four Siſters , who are ſo frugal of 
their devotions , as to ſpare them at 
home,to the end, they may be liberal 
in oublick. Bur both theſe ſhould con- 
ſider, that the new fernſalew is ſaid 
to have moe gates then one ; that 
709% in his Revelation tells us, that 
numberleſs numbers were ſeen fol- 
lowing the Lamb ; and that it is noe 
probable,that the wiſe Framer of the 
beorld made ſuch a ſpacious dwelling 
as heaven , to be inhabited by ſo in- 
conſiderable a number : whereas bell 
(in the geography of believed tradi- 
tion) is Only the ſmall kernel of this 
ſmall ſhell he earch, I know,that 
many arc called and few choſen ; and 
that the way is ſtrait, and few enter 
in at it: But we ſhould confider,that 
theſe choſen,are ſaid to be few, in re- 
ſpeR only of theſe many who arecal- 
led. Which js moſt certain ; for ten 
E 2 parts 
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Parts of eleven are Pagans or Mahu:- 
metans, ( and all are called) of that 
 elevnth part,many are malitious He- 
reticks; and amongſt the reſidue: 
many are flapitious and publick lin-}l 
ners ; So that albeit the greateſt part} 
of the regular members of the viſible 
Church were ſav'd, Yet the number | 
would be ſmall in compariſon offfl | 
theſe others : The body of the vi-ll_ 
ſible Church, muſt ( ike all other. 
bodies ) be compounded of contra-| | 
ry elements. And albeit I am not of ſl | 
opinion, that this body ſhould bel 
ſuffer'd to ſwell with humours, yer 
I would not wiſh , that it ſhould be 
macerated with purgations. It's 
nails ( though but excrementitious 
parts} hould not be ſo nearly pair'd, 
as that the body may bleed ; yer, 
they (ſhouid be ſo yared,1s that chri- 
ſtians may not ſcrarch one another, 
They ſhould feed, not upon blood, 
but milk : and they are ugmannerly 
oueſts, who will not ſuJ-r others to 
Qt at their Maſters table with them. iſ 
It pleaſes my humour to cor- 
teoplar, 
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templat, how » that albeit all Reli- 
gions war againft one another yer, 
are all of them governed by he ſame 
principles, and even by theſe prin- 
ciples, in ett, which they ſeen to 
abominat. Thus , albeit the ceſla- 
tion of miracles be cryed down by 
many» yet, do the moſt bipot relate, 
what miracles have been wrought 
by the founders of their-Hierarchies, 
and what prophelies they have ora- 
culouſly pronounced. And ſcing 

all confeſs, that God, in our ayes 
breaks the proſperous upon the ſame 
Wheel , on whoſc top they did but 
lately criumph ; making fortyne 
adopt the oppreſt i in their vice ; why 
ſhould we talk ſo much of the ceaf- 
ing of miracles? For , doubtleſs, 
theſe efteRts are in policy, as contrair 
eo nature , as are the ſwimming of 
Iron, or ſweetning of rivers; or ra- 
ther more: Seing in the firſt, mans 
will is forc'd ( without which, ſuch 
revolutions could not be effeAuat- 


ed) whereas in the laſt, dull and 


ſenſual qualities are only wreſted ; 
E-31 which 
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which , as they are not ſo excellent, 
ſo, doubtleſs, are not able to make 
ſuch reſiſtance as the Soul of man : 
Yea, I ſhould rather think, that the 
world being become old, muft,doubt- 
leſs, be more dim-ſi2hted (as all old 
things are ) then formerly; and 
therefore, God doth now preſent 
greater objeAs of admiration to our 
eyes then He did formerly : For, 
man is become ſo atheiſticall, char if 
God did not preſſe His meditations 
with ſuch infallible teſtimonies of 
the being of an irreſiſtable power, 
he would, doubtleſs, ſhake of 31l re- 
ſolutions of ſubmitting. Thus, we i 
ſee that in all the tra& of Fobn's 
Revelations, miracles prow ſtill | 
more frequent, the nearer the world | * 
draweth to it's grave ; and, like all | 
other bodies, the weaker it becomes, 

the more ſubje@ it is to all aJtera- | * 
tions, ard the leſs is nature able to il 
reſiſt. And it would appear, that ll * 
If miracles were requiſit at firſt, for I | 


the eſtabliſhment of Religion, even 
when ho older Religion was to 
Go cede 


I— Ae Tee. Os. 
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cede to it,and to make an ex at it's 
entry ; mach more, (hould miracles 
be neceſlar , for fixing any Religion 


8 2 previouſly ſeceled Church. Bur 
| | to proſecute my firlt deſign, it is re- 
BE markable , that albeit infallibility be 
not by all, conceded to any militant 
Church; yer, it is aſſamcd by all : 
Neither is there any Church under 
the Sun, which would nor fix the 
name of heretick, and account him 
(almoſt) reprobat, who would re= 
fuſe to acknowledee the leaſt ratio» 
nal of theic Principles : and chus 
theſe Church-men pull up the lad- 
ders from the reach of others, after 
they have by chem ſcal'd the walls 
of preferment themſelves. That 
Church-men ſhould immerſe them- 
ſelves in things civil, is thought cx- 
ceatrick to their ſphere, even sn or- 
dine ad ſpiritualia: And yert,even 
the Cepuchins, who arethe greateſt 
pretenders to abſtra&t Chriſtianity 


dipth moſt in things civil. The 
| = Phanaticks 
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 3painſt the received conſtitutions of 


and Mortification, do, of all others, 
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Phanaticks enveigh againſt Presby- 
terian Gowns, The Presbyterian 
tears the Epiſcopal lawn Sleeves, and 
- thinks them che whore of Babes 
ſhirt, The Epi/copsft fAlonts at the 
popiſh Rodes, as the livery of the 
beaſt, The Antinemian emanci- 
pats his diſciples from all obedience 
ro the Law. The Proteſtant en- 
joyn good works, and ſuch are com» 
manded, bur place no merit in them. 
The Row a»n-catholick thinks be me- 
rits in his obedience. The Phana- 
8ick belieys che Lords Supper but a 
ceremony , though taken with very 
little oweward reſpeA. The Presby- 
zers4n allowes it, but will not kneel. 
The Ep:/copift kneels, but will not 
adore it, The Catholick mixeth 
adoration with his kneeling. And 
thus, moſt of all Religions are made 
up of the ſame elements, albeit their 
aſymbolick qualities predomine in 
ſomemore then in others.And if that 
maxime hold, that wajmr &- minns 
B08 Variant ſpeciem , we may pro- . 
nounce all of them to be one The 
The 
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The Church, like the river N= 
{w,can hardly condeſcend where it's 
head lyes ; and as all condeſcend that 
che Church is a multitude of chri- 
ſtians, ſo jJoyn all their opinions, and 
you ſhall find that they will have it 
co have, like the multitude, many 
heads. But in this (as in all Articles, 
not abſolutely neceſ{ar for being ſa- 
ved) I make the Laws of wy coun- 
rrey to be my Creed: and that a 
clear deciſion herein 13 not abſolute- 
ly neceſlar for Salvation, is clear 
from this, that many poor Clowrs 
{ſhall be ſaved , whoſe conſcience is 
not able to teach their judgments 
how to decide this controvetſie, 
wherein ſo many heads have been 


and ſo many have been ſhrewdly 
knockt againſt one acother ; from 
which flincy collifions, much fire, bur 
little light, hath ever burſt forth. 

God, by His Omniſcience, fore- 
ſeeing , $4 It was £00 dazicing a 
fight for the pur-blind eyes of man's 


4 


the 
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confounded, ſo many have been loſt, 


ſeu), to behold Him invironed with 


The Virtuoſo, 


the rayes of divine Majeſty , did be- 
ſtow upon us,three mirrours, where 
in we might contemplat Him (as we 
uſe to look upon the Sun in a tab of 
water , not daring eye His native 
\ ſplendor) the one was the mirrour 
of the Law, the ſecond is the works 
of the Creation, and the third is the 
Soul of man, which He Himſelf hath 
cold us is framed after His own glo- 
rious Image. 

As for the firſt mirrour,the Law 
God knowing that #»ſtsn@, or as we 
rerme it, 4 #at#ral conſcience, were 
compleat digeſts of all chat man was 
to obſerve, He did make that mirrour 
very little, a volumne of only ewo 
pages ; but that mirrour is, of late, 
ſo mullered about, by marginal Notes 
and Commentars, that the mirrour 
it ſelf is almoſt over-ſpread by them; 
 andit 1s very obſervable, that in the 
holy Regiſters, theLaw is (till abridg- 
ed, but we never ſee it enlarg'd : 
For, albeit the fundamental Laws 
of both Tables were packed up in 
nartow bounds, yet our Saviour 

ſums 
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ſums them in theſe two, fear the 
Lord thy God With all thy heart, and 
tove thy neighbour as thy ſelf. And 
the Apoſtle P«#l, in his divine Epi- 
ſtles, profeſles , that he deſires to 
know only Chriſt , and Him cruci- 
fied : So, that I am confident, that 
if our Saviour were to preach in 


* perſon, once more to the world, He 


would enveigh againſt our Caſuiſts, 
as much as He did againſt theJewiſh 
Talmudiſts; for, the one as well 
as the other, are equally guilty of 
burdening the ſhoulders of weak 
chriſtians, with the unneceflary traſh 
of humane inventions. Kor , I re- 
member to have ſeena late Caſuiſt, 
diſpute contentiouſly amongſt his 
other caſes, whither Tobacco, raken 
in the morning, did brezk a com- 
manded faſt or not ? To which, af- 
ter a feayeriſh confli&, his wiſdom, 
forſooth, returns this oraculous an= 
ſwer ; That if Tobacco be taken at 
the noſe, it breaks not the faſt, but 
sf st be taken at the mouth, then it 
breaks the faſt, Which, ag” 
made 
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made a Collaſterion berwixt the Ca- 
ſuiſts and the Talmudiſts, I ſhall on- 
ly mention out of the Talmude 
(which was the Jews comment up- 
on the Law ) a caſe, exatly parallel 
to this 3 wherein is decided, that if 
a man carry a burden on the Sab- 
bath day, upon both his ſhoulders, 
then he is guilty of breach of Sab- 
bath, but chat he is not guilty if he 
carry it upon one ſhoulder. As to 
my own private judgment, ( which 
I fubmitc to my ſpiritual tutors) 1 
think , that ſeing the conſcience of 
man, is the fame faculty with the 
judgment when converſant about 
ſpiritual imployments ( as the word 
gvy@dners which imports a knows- 
ledge refltzxive upon a man's own 
ſelf, doth abundantly evidence) that 
cherefore, as there are judgments of 
different tempers ; So there are like- 
wiſe conſciences of different frames: 
and which vary as much amongſt 
themſelves, as natural conſtitutions 
do. And therefore, as the ſame 
Dole would prove noxious to one 

con- 
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or Stoick;. 
ronſtitution, wherein abother would 
find his health; So in one and the 


ſame a&, that reſolution may be - 


ſaving to one conſcience, which may 
condemn another : for, ſeing God 
hath kindled a torch in cach mans 
breaſt, by whoſe flame he may ſee 


what path he ſhould beat” In 


which ſenſe it is ſaid , Prov. 20. 27» 
T bat the mnaerſtanding of man ts 
the candle of the Lord ; and can that 
lighe miſlead ? And ſeing man muft 
be anſwerable according to what it 
preſcrives to him,doubtleſs it 15 fixeer 
that he ſhould hearken to the reite* 
rated diQates of his conſcience, than 
to the reſolution of any School-ca- 
ſuiſt : and that for the ſame reaſon, 
that it is more rational to obey the 
Law it ſelf, than the wiſeſt Lawier, 
who may either be deceived himſelf, 
or hive a debpn to deceive others. 
For if God bath endued man with 
every thing neceſſary for working 
out the work of his own Salvation, 
with fear and trembling, He hath 
doubtleſs beſtowed npon him an in- 
terna) 
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ternal touch-ſtone, by whoſe teſt he 
may diſcern betwixt good and evil ; 
ſeing to command man to walk 
uprightly, and not to beſtow on 
him eyes to ſee the road, were to 
command a blind man to walk, and 
to peniſh him if he went aſtray. 
And as the compoſure of man's be- 
dy, would be imperfeRt and manck, 
if he wanted a palate to diſcern be- 
wixt the talt of what is wholſome, 
or what is putrid ; So if the foul of 
man were not able ro know its own 
duty, and by the palate of a natural 
conſcience,to difference betwixt law- 
fall and unlawfull : certainly the 
ſoul might be thought to be bur ill 
appointed. Thus, beaſts are by an 
incrinfick principle taught their du- 
ty, and do accordingly (hun or fol- 
low what is convenient for them, 
without conſulting any thing from 
without. And ſhall man be leſs per- 
ſpicacious, or more defeRive then 
theſe? As alſo ſcing man is oftimes 
by thouſands of occaſions, removed 
far from the aſſiſtance of Chair or 
SES Pulpit- 
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Palpit-informers ; and in that his 
retiredneſs, hath moſt of theſe caſes 
to be refolved: it were abſurd to 
think that he then wants ſufficiency 
of help for their reſolution. And it 
1s moſt obſervable in Scripture, that 
men «re oft check'd for quenching 
the Spirit, but never for not conſale- 
ing Caſuiſts, I Know it may be 
thought, that when the ſoul of man 
rages at ſometime in a feaver of luſt, 
revenge, or ſome ſuch lin, that then 
the conſcience may rave; Yet I dare 
ſay, thac albeit the ſoul, out of an 
inordinat defire to enjoy its own 
pleaſures, may fet its invention a 
work, to palltat the finfulneſs of 
what it deſires ; yet by ſome ſecret 
knell, the conſcience ſounds till its 
reproof. And I dare fay, that ne- 
ver man erred without a check from 


his conſcience ; nor that ever any 


finned, after an approbation obtained 
from his conſcience of what he was 
about : and when we aſſent to theſe 
Doctors, is it not becauſe our con- 
ſciences, or our judgments ( which 

are 
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are the ſame) aſſent, to what they 
inform ? Which evidences, that our 
conſciences are more to be believed, 
then they , by that rule, Propter 
quod unumgquodg, eft tale, &c, but 
eo convince us of the folly of our ad- 
drefſes to theſe Dotors. It may, 
and often doth fail out , that that 
may be a {in in me, which a Caſuilt 
pronounces to. be none, as if my 
breaſt did ſuggelt ro megthar it were 
a (in to buy Church-lands : if there- 
after I did buy them, it were doubt- 
leſs a ſin, albeit my DoRors,follow- 
ing the Canons of their particular 
Church, aſſured me, that the ſ:le of 
Church-lands were no fin in it felt. 
I am confident then, that this Caſu» 
iſt- divinity, hath taken irs riſe from 
the defire Chucch- men had to know 
the myſterie of each man's brealt,and 
to the end, nothing of import, might 
be undertaken wichout conſulting 
their Cell ; perſwading men, that 
ordine ad ſpiricualia, their conſci- 
ences, and conſequently their Salva- 
tion, may be intereſted in every 0 
affair, 


or. Stoick, 

affair. And to confirm this, tt js 
moſt obſervable y -that this trade is 
moſt uſed by Jeſuits andInnovators, 
who deſire to know all intrigues 
and ſubvert all States, whereas the 
primitive Church knew no ſuch Di- 
vinity, neither hath irs DoRors left 
ary ſuch Volumns. | 

It may be urged, that ſeing the 
conſcience is but a reflex a of the 
judgment, that as the judgment is 
an unſure guid, the conſcience can» 
not pretend to be infallible ; and that 


the one, as well as the other, is tu- 


ror'd by the fallacious principles of 
ſenſe and cuſtow: And I my ſelf 
have ſcen my Landfſ-lady,in France, 
as much troubled in conſcience for 
iving us fleſh to cat in Lent, asif 
e had caſt out the fleih of a chri- 
Kian to be devoured by dogs ; and ſo 
Atheifme may attribute to cuſtom, 
theſe inclinations whereby we are 
a&ed-on to believe a Deity ; and 
may tell us, that the Mahumetans 
find themſelves as much prickt in 
conſcience, for tranſgreflipg their 
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Prophets canons,as we for offending 
againſt che moral Law. And thus 
the adoring of a Deity might have 
| at firſt been brooded 1n the council- 
| chamber of a State( mans head, and 
yet might have been,at that time by 
the vulgar, and thereafter by the 
wiſeſt pates , worſhipped with pro- 
found reſpeRts : Yet, if we pry nar- 
rowly into this conceit, we ſhall find 
init ſomething of inſtin&t previons 
to all forgeries poſſible. For, what 
was it (I pray you) which encou- 
raged, or ſugpeſted to theſe Politi- 
cians, that ſuch a thing as the Deity 
might be diſſembled to their people 
for their impoſing that cheat, pre- 
ſuppoſed ſome pre-exiſting notion 
of it? Or, how entred that fancie 
firſt in their wild heads > Or, how 
could fo many contemporary , and 


yet far diſtant, Legiſlators, fall upon lc 
the ſame thoughts,eſpecialy,it being # 


ſo remote from/en/e;and for framing 
of which idea,their experience could 
never furniſh a pattern ? Conſcience 
then muſt be ſomething elſe ge 
| e119 


or Stoick, 
the fumes of melancholy, or, capri- 
cio's of fancie; for elſe, roaring 
Gallants, who are little tronbled, or 
can eaſily conquer all other fancies, 
would not be ſo haunted by theſe 
pricking pangs ; which if they were 
not infallibly divine, behooved to 
be meerly ridiculous, and to want 
all ſupport from reaſon or expe- 
riences 

There is another fyle of caſes of 
conſcience, which is a Cadet of that 
ſame family ; and theſe are ſack 
caſes a5 were the brood of theſe late 
times, which, like Inſe&s and un- 
clean creatures, may be ſaid gener a- 
rs ex putri materia: an inſtance 
whereof, was that famous Siſter, 
who ask'd if ſhe was oblidg'd to ex- 
ecute her cate for killing a mouſe up- 
on the Sabbath. This was a Theo- 
logy, taught by old datting Wives, 
and ſtudied by Stare-exprRants, 
who, to gain applauſe , and in hope 
0 mount Preferment's Sadſe , made 
uſe of this pilded ſtirrop. 1 ſhall 
not inveigh againſt this foppery, ſe- 
F 2 ig 
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iog it hath not poſſeſt mens conceit 
ſo long, as to have preſcrived the 
rittle of Divinity ; but, like a me- 
teor, which, becauſe it is fixt to no 
Orbe, and is but a maſs of inflamed 
vapours, doth therefore diſappear 
immediatly, how ſoon its ſubſtance 
flaſhesonr ; and its aſhes are now 
entomb'd in the ſame c'ay with its 
brother twain,tbat pious Non- ſenſe, 
wherein God Almighty was treated 


with in familiar and not in ſupe- 
ri0ure 


the As Goddidlight the candle of a 
Serip private conſcience , in each private 
mare. breaft; So hath He hung up the 
lamp of the Scriptures, in the body 
of His Church ; and theſe we ma 
call che conſcience of the Church 
whilſt triumphant. Which ſome 
by the breath of their vanity , and 
ſtormes of their paſſion, endeavou 
to blow our, whilſt others, make nc 
other uſe of its Lighr, then to ſhey 
them where to find a jeſt, An 
within the mes of this Siriben,) 
| O10T 
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folded, all the prophane race of man- 
kind, As to theſe firſt (who ſhould 
be firſt, becauſe they are Sathan's 
firſt-born, and ſo deſerve a double 
portion of this reproof ) they con- 
rend, that the Scriptures are wricen 
in a mean and low ſtile ; are in ſome 
places too myſterious, in others too 
| obſcure; contain many things in- 
' 8 ercdible, many repetitions, and many 
| contradictions. But theſe miſcre- 
I ants ould conſider , that much of 
" Þ the Scriptures native ſplendor is im- 
pared by its Tranſlators, who , fear- 
ing to fall within the verge of the 
curſe pronounced againſt- ſuch as 
ſhould pair from, or adde to, any 
s thing contained in that divine Book, 
were, and are willing , that their 
Tranſlation ſhouſd want rather the 
luſtre,then meaning of the Original. 
As alſo of all Tongues, I believe che 
Hebrew admits leaſt of a Tranſlati- 
on ; eſpecially into northern Lang- 
uages : for as theſe Nations differ 
Vi leaſt in their expreſſions, who, be- 
cauſe of their commerce or contigut- 
F 3 We 
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ty, have the moſt frequent converſes 
So doubtleſs, the 7ews and we : by 
this Rule, ſhould in language hold 
the leaſt correſpondence, And be- 
cauſe there is no pure fountain of 
this Tongue lett, defades the Bible, ic 
muſt be hard co underſtand its ex- 
prettions , wherein the Tranſlators 
can find little or no help from the 
variety and collation of Authors. 
And ſeing this Book was penn'd in- 
differently, for all Apes, Nations and 
Sexes, it Was fit that its ſtile ſhould 
have been condeſcending : for theſe 
who are tall,can pull the fruit which 
hangs low , whereas theſe who are 
low,cannot pull what pearch's high. 
And it is very obſc:ryable,that where 
the fruit is greateſt and ripeſt, there 
the branch whereon it hangs, bowes 
loweſt. When God appeared to 
Elijah, Kings 19. there came firſt 
a terrible wind, thereafter a great 
earthquake, and then fre ; and yet 
God was in none of theſe, but ſpoke 


' inthe ſhrill ſmall voice.» His divine 


Providence hath fo order'd it, that 
Our 
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our cohviction cahnot be aſcrib'd to 
the fard of Eloqueace nor {light of 
Logick , but merely to the truth of 

what is therein repreſented : our Sa= 
viour, will with clay and ſpitle, ill- 
minate our eyes, as He did theſe of 
the other blind man in the Goſpel. 
And ſuch is the ſtrength of His di» 
vine Arme, that He can vanquiſh Sa- 
than, misbelief and ignorance with 
any weapon. And as we think the 
Sun's circumference bur little, be- 
cauſe it. is ſituated ſo far above us; 
So we conclude theſe truths and ex- 
cellencies but mean, becauſe they are 
plac'd above our frai} reach,and will 
blame the Scriptures, when the faule 
lurks in our ſelves, that great Phy(i- 
c:3n will cure us, like an artiſt, with 
_ fimples, ſpecifick for our diſeaſe, and 
not like a Chbarleter, with perfumed 
and gilded nothings. It is not all- 
wayes the beſt metral, which carries 
the pleaſingeſt impreſſa ; nor doth 
the painted candle caſt the cleareſt. 
lghe, There are many things in 
Scripture z which becauſe of our 
EL £ 


© 


The Virtuoſo, 


frailty,1ppear (like a ſtaff in the wa- 
eers) to be crooked , albeit they be 
ſtreight, Why Abraham ſhould 
have kill'd his ſon //aac ; or the 1/- 
raelites have borrowed and not re= 
ſtored the egyptian Ear-rings, ſtag- 
gers not my belief : for theſe be- 
long'd to God,and neither to 4bra- 
ham,nor the Egyptians : and ſoGod 
might have given order to any He 
pleaſed to recieve them : and theſe 
who obey'd, were no more guilty, 
then ſuchare, who by order from 
the Maſter, recieve what he did for- 
merly lend to others. And asto its 
repetitions , they differ , no doubt, 
from one another ; albeit we ( who 
think all things removed, though by 
a little djſtance from us, of one 
ſhape ) judpe ill, in judging other- 
wayes. Aqgdasancxcellent perſon 
hach well ob ſerved, God hath ap- 
pointed theſe reiterated expreſſions, 
to be as ſo many witneſſes, to con- 
vince Hereticks and others, who 
ſhould call the meaning of any one 


place in queſtion, or wreſt it by what 
- 


proces?” CF 4 Collar a- 4 & 


Or torch, 
As to theſe others, in whom the 
wine of God's conſolatidns, ( by be- 
ivp winded ia the crack veſſels of 
their heads ) turns into the tart vi- 
negar of prophane Satyres, I con- 
dole their condition : for, that ſto- 
mach muſt be very corrupt, wherein 
the beſt of aliment putrifies moſt ; 
and probably , that indigeſted milk, 
being converted in excrementilious 
bile and humours, may caſt thewin 
a feaver which (hall never cool to all 
eternity. I pity likewayes theſe, 
who, out Of an 1n-advertent { and as 
they think, finleſs) humour, jeſt 
with theſe divine truths; like fooliſh 
children, who love rather to ſport 
with their meat then eat it. Theſe, 
albeit they intend not to prophane 
Scripture, yet, they vilifieit: And 
we may ſay of che Bible as of taking 
of God's name in our mouths, which 
mult not only, not be done upon de- 
ſign, to blaſpheme and diffame Him; 
but muſt not be taken but upan ne= 
ceſſicy , and, like the Shew-bread, 
muſt be aſcd only-when weare in 
ſtraits« 


> 


7 


' The Virtuoſo, 
Nraits. T have been too puilty of 
this laſt ſin my ſelf; and therefore, 
leaſt I ſhould make no attonement, 
I have rather reſolved to appear be- 
fore the world, in the duſt and ſack- 
cloath of this filly Diſcourſe, a Pen. 
nance, really, to me very great» 
When I cenſider how various and 
19numerable are the aRtions of men, 
and that in all theſe, they need par- 
ticular inſtruRions from above the 
Poles, I admire why there are ſo ma- 
ny paſlages in Scripture, from which 
our ncceflity may expeR no aſliſt- 
ance. And therefore, leaſt I ſhould 
think, that in Scripture there is any 
walte of words, I am induced to be= 
lieve, that there runs an allegory in 
that holy Book from Gereſ:s to 
7obn's Revelation; and that it's 
myſtical ſenſe is that which deſerves 
the name of God's Word. Might 
we not have admired why the Story 
of Hagar and her baſtard is there 
voluminouſly deſcrived , and what 
the Church or private Devotion was 
concerned therein,if Paxd,Gad.4. 6 
a 
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had not diſcovered the myſtery to 
us 2 By which things, another thing 
is meant: For, theſe two mothers 
are the two Tcſtaments, the one 
which is Agar, of mount Sinai, 
which gendereth into bondage, &c. 
I might here relate many excellent 
alluſions to prove this, but I ſhall 
ſatisfie my ſelf with one which I did 
read in one Door Everot ; who, 
preaching upon ofone, 15, 16.T hen 
Caleb ſaid, he who [miterh Kirjath- 
ſepher and taketh it, even to hins 
wit I give Achſah my daughter to 
wife, Aud Othniel rook it, &c. 
ſaith, that Calcb ſignifies a good 
heart , Kirjath-ſepher the city of 
the Letter, Achſab the Vion, O th- 
niet God's opportunity, And ſo the 
myſtical ſenſe runs, a good heart 
ſaith, that whoever will take in (and 


ſmaite, as Aoſes Cid the rock ) the 


Letter of the word, ſhall have the 
viſton which lutks under it diſco- 
vered and given to him. And God's 
own time is the only mean for ac- 
compliſhing this: As alſo, it is moſt 
"2c 5.5 21. ON» 


The Y:rtuoſo, 
remarkable, that that City which 
was called Cirjath-ſepher before it 
was taken in, or, the city of the Let- 
zer, was, after it was conquered, cal- 
led Debir,which ſignifies 4% oracle « 
ſo that the Word or Letter is no 
oracle, till it be oncezas it were,taken 
inand overcome. Since the read- 
ing of which Sermon, I believe 
that one may profit more by an 
hebrew Lexicon, then by a thouſand 
Engliſh LeRtures. 

Theſe who detrat from Scrip- 
ture, by attributing the produRtion 
of miracles, tro natural cauſes, do not 


 muchdifſparape the power of Sod, 


bur ( chough againſt their depraved 
intention ) cry rather up his omn1- 
potency : For certainly, if cheſe mi- 
racles were produced by ſecondary 
cauſes, then doubtleſs, that produ- 
Aive faculty was beſtowed upon 
them by the Almighty ; and if he 
can make the creacures produce ſuch 
ſtrange effc&s, much more is he able 
to cf Aunre chem himſelf ; as it is 
more difficult, for a great Mafter,to 
form 


Or Storck; 
form curious and admirable Cha- 
raters when he leads a ſchollars 
band, then when he writes them 
with his own ; for, ſuch help may 
be called reſiſting aſſiſtance, I can» 
not likewiſe but blame many of our 
Preachers, who rather break then 
open holy Texts; and rather make 
new meanings, ſuiting with their 
private defignes, then tell the mean- 
ing of the Spirit. Who would not 
have laugh'd to hear a Presbyterian 
obſerve, from the firſt chapter of 
Geneſis, firſt verſe, that whilſt 3o- 
ſes relates what God made, he ſpeaks 
nothing of Biſhops ; by which it 
was evident ( ſaid Do» Qwixot's 
Chaplain ) that Biſ59ps were not of 
divine Inſtitution : a conceit as ridi- 
_ culous as that of a Prieſt, who hear- 
ing Marie ſpoken of for to ſipnifie 
Seas, did brag that he had found the 
Virgine Mary named in the old Tee 
ſtament, Albcit T think preacbing 
no part of divine Worſhip, hearing 
being no adoration ; yet, love I ro 
goto Church , were it bur to ſee a 
NO hai See multitude 


The Pirtnoſo, 
multitude met together, to confeſs 
that there is a God : Bat, when I 
20 to hear I care not whom , know= 
ing that Chriſt cle&ed Fiſher- men 
co preach down infidelity , when it 
was in the ruff of it's pride : and 
that Pau! ( the moſt fignal Trophe 
of our chriſtian Faich ) was ſent for 
confirmation,not to Pezer or Fames 
at Feruſalem,but to Ananias, one of 
the meaneſt amongft che Diſciples. 
And ſeiop our Salvation, by preach- 
Ing, Is a miracle ; it is ſtill ſo much 
the greater by how much weaker 
the inſtruments are» When the 
Pulpit was a mount Sinai, from 
which the Law was thundered, or a 


mount of Olives, whereon our Sa- 


viour's glorious transformation was 
ro be ſeen, then were Sermons to be 
honoured ; Fur, fince it is become a 
mount C4/var, whereon our bleſſed 
Saviour ſuff-rs daily , by ſcandalous 
railings, Sermons are now become 
unſavoury for the moſt part. I hate 
to ſee that divine place made either a 
Bar , whereat ſecular quarrels are, 

with 


' or Stoick, 
with paſſion, pleaded ; or a Stape, 
whereon revenge is, by Satyres, ſa- 
eisfied ; or , a School-chair , from 
which un-intelligible queſtions are 
myſteriouſly debated ; but amongſt 
all theſe innovations, introduced by 
our infant Divines. I hate none 

more then that of giving reaſons for 
- proving the Do@rine , which being 
Scripture it ſelf,can be proven by no- 
thing that is more certain. As for 
inſtance, when the Dorine is, that 
God loved us freely , how can this 
be proven mere convincingly then 
thus, y Text ſajes it : and thar is 
:dem per idem , a moſt unlogical 
kind of probation. When I then 
20 to Church, I ſhould love to ſpend 
my time in praiſes andprayers; which 
as they are the only parts of adora- 
tion, ſo are they the natural imploy- 
ments of the Church, either Militane 
or Triumphant : Yet, it diſpleaſes 
me to hear our young Pulſpitires 
Skrich and cry,like Baal's Prieſts, as 
if God were no nearer them then the 
vitble Heavens: 


Ie 


bo The Virtubſo, ' 
The Te honours much our impfoy- 


moral ment, that God Almighty was the 
Law. frſt and great Law-giver ; and that 
our blefled Saviour ſtiles himſelf our 
Advocats And it is an amazing 
wonder that we are tyed only by 
ten Laws ; whereof ſeven were en- 
aRed doubtleſs for our advantage 
and reſpe&; more immedaiatly the ſe- 
curity of the creature then che ho- 
nour of the Creator,and are ſuch re- 
traints as men behoved to have laid 
upon one another, and which nature 
layes upon us all. And albeit I laugh 
at the jewiſh Cabala , which ſayes, 
that the moral Law was written,two 
thouſand years before 4o/es, in 
black letters, at the back of a clear 
burning fire: Yet, can I not approve 
Tertullian's wit , who endeavours 
to find all theſe ren in the prohibi- 
tion made to Adam. There are in- 
deed ſome ſins which ſcarce a conſe- 
quence can bring within the verge of 
theſe Commandments. As for in- 
ſtance, Drunkenneſs : Yer, theſe are 
ſuch ag are ſo deſtruRive to our na- 
ture, 


-Or Storch, 
ture, that. there needs no Law be 
made againſt ther, So chat the 
Prieſt hir wittily, ro whom that ſin 
| being confeſs'd, enjoyned 2s an Pen- 
nance , their being drunk a ſecond 
time ; which makes me conclude, 
that if Drunkenneſs were to be 
ranged under any of theſe Laws, it 
would fal moſt naturally under that, 
Thou ſhalt not hill. Albeit the fourth 
Commandment ſcems to reſpedt 
only the honour of God, and that 
the creature ſeems to be no wayes 
bettered by it : Yet, our more ſerious 
obſervation will diſcover , that all 
beelabouring creatures, as it were, 
expe an caſe the ſeventh day more 
then any other. Whether it be, 
that nature is by cuſtom framed to 
that expeRation, I cannot tell : Bur, 
we ſce that God choic'd that num- 
ber to be the year of jubile amongſt 
his own people, and thar it is the pe- 
riod of all the ſeveral confiſtencies 
it our life, infancie, pubertie, 6. 
And for this reaſon Phylicians oby 


ſerve, that the child born in the ſee 
© ventf 


The Virtuoſo, 
yenth moneth is ſtronger then that 
which is born ir. the eight ; becauſe 


1n the ſ{cventh i: is come to a knot, 


by paſſing whereof, in the eight it is 


10 a ſtate of imperfection : Bur, what . 


the myſtery of this holy Climatc- 
rick is, I refer till we come to that 
Sabbath of reſt, whereat we ordinar- 
ly arrive,after ieven times nine years 
hath ſnowed upon us: 

We may think, that if God had 
intended, that one and the ſame day 
of the week ſhouid have begn 3p 
propriated to have been a SaBath, 
He had deſigned each day by a (pe- 
cial terme,and had commar.ded, that 
a day of ſuch a defignarion, ſhould 
have been ſequeſtrated for a Sab- 
bath ; and that by deſigning only 
the ſeventh day He did leave a liber- 
ty to employ any day of the ſeven 
for that uſe. Yet, it is remarkable, 
that Joſes nor the jewiſh Church 
gurſtnot attempt the charge of their 
rew-years day ; but thar the Al- 
mighty w3s pleaſed to beſtozw a pe-- 
culiar ſanction upon that alteration : 

For, 


Or Storch; 
For, Exod. 12. 2, He commands, 
that the moneth whereia the Iſtac« 
lites egme from Ep ypt.ſhould be, by 
them, reputed the firſt moneth of 
their year. Wherefore, ſcing each 
Nation chalks out a divers Sabbath 
it would appear that there is ſome- 
ching of humour in it as well as of 
Religion. The verer:0us Mahume- 
tan chooſeth Friday,or,aics Verers ; 
The dz! few dull Satnrn's day; The 
Ward:ck Parchians Tucſday , or 
Mars-day ; The cheery Europeans 
Sunday, And albeit the Chriſtians 
are influenc'd only by inſpiration ; 


ver, Iam confident, that the heathens 


did follow chat for Religion, which 
ſuited beſt with their natural tem- 
per. Bur this is a meditation which 
ſhould rravel no where beyond a 
mans private breaſt, leſt it meer with 
.amity and bepet ſcandal. 

It would puzle a heathen euch 
tro hear, that he who breaks one of 
theſe Laws, is guilty of the breach 
of all: Bur, it croubles not ine, ſe» 


ins 41! theſe Laws are made to ſhew 
Cz 2 G17 
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 ThePYiinoſo, 
our obedience,and the breach of auy 
one of they ſhewes our contempt 
of Him who 1s the author of all. And 
it may be this was typified in 2f0- 
ſes's breaking both Tables with one 
paſſionat fling , after he came down 
from the Mount : For, if this break- 
ing of them had not been pre-de- 
fign'd for ſome hid end, doubtleſs he 
had been reproved for his negligence. 
However, we may from this learn 
the deſperate nature of paſſhon, 
which made /oſes , who was the 
meekeſt man upon earth, break all 
the Laws of God in one a&, It 
might be alſo argued , that ſcing all 
the Laws of the ſecond Table were 
enacted for, and reſpeR ultimatly, 
the advantage of man, that where 
man is not wronged, there the Law 
cannot be broke. And thus, if a 
married man ſhould have liberty 
from his wife to take another wo- 
man, this could be no more reputed 
adultery, then ic could be reputed 
theft to take what belongs to- our 
neighbour, himſgf conſenting 3 ny 
C148 
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that for this cauſe, fecoþ's bepetting 


children with his wifts tdaids, is not 
in Scripture reproved as adultery, 
becauſe they were piven to him by 
her ſelf for chat effeR : but, ſeing 
the praftice of all the world con- 
demans this conclufion, far be it from 
me to preſs it further. 


Albeit the judicial Law ( which re 
may be juſtly called the judicious judi= 


Law ) is commonly reputed to be 4 
but the municipal Law of the Jews ; " 
yet, ſcing it was thundered from 
mount S$:as with ſo much pomp, 
and is ingrolſt in the Books of holy 
Truth, and ſeems nearlier related to 
reaſon then any other Law, I admire 
why it ſhould not be religiouſly eb- 
ſerved by all Nations : eſpecially 
ſeing, as It is, the exaReſt picture 
of Juſtice that everwas drawn , ſo 
zt hath this of a picture jn it, that 
it ſeems to look directly upon all 
who behold it, albeit they be placed 
(amongſt themſelves)in direRly op- 
poltte,ſituations and ſtances, Thus 


G 3 (his 
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tempers, ard the unequal complexi 
Ons of all Nations. I know tha 
the ceremonial Law 1s Jik2 wayes 1n- 
{cert amongſt the other koily Ca- 
nons, and yet binds not us who live 
under the juriſci&ion of the Gol- 
pel : Bur, "the reaſon of this ſeems 
to be, becauſe theſe did immediatly 
concern the jewiſh Churci,and were 
converſant about theſe holy things. 
And ſo, ſeing the od T<itrment 1s 
a deſcription of their Hicraichy, and 
of God's way of wor:.ing in chefe 
times, I wonder not to fee theſe ce- 
remonies amid{t other ſacred truths, 
and yet not obſerved, ſtino they are 
exp: eliy abropats But, if the ;udi- 
cial Law, which ceſoodted n0t the 
Hierarchy of that Church , was ob- 
lfearcur only whillt the jewiſh State 
was 11 being," 1 admire why the 
Spiric of God took fo much pains, 
firit ro penn it, and then todeliver 
it ſo Canon- lik: to poſterity. And 
fince 1t is a Principle in Law and rea- 
ſon, that Laws muſt till ftand im vis 
_ gor 


this Lay ſuits even with contrary 


or Stoick, 


50r till they be expreſly abrogat,and 
muft not be derogated from by con- 
ſequences or preſumptions, I admire 
why this Law, whichGod hath ener- 
vat by no expreſs Text , ſhould be 
now look'd upon as Statutes no- 
wiſe «-la-mogze, Tt is true, that 
our Saviour, when the woman, cons 
viRed of adultery, was brought to 
H:m,did not, according to that Law, 
pronounce the ſentence of death 
a22inſt her; whence ſome think, 
that Church-men, following their 
Nialters example , ſhould nor pive 
their ſuftrage 1a criminal caſes, and 
Pave only KH aye 2K TH tg 1 blood- 
Iſs Ju 1faiRton ; for , they are ap- 
pointed to be Nurſes, not Chyrur- 
3:0nS» Bat, 1t 1$ 3s trac, that our 
Siviour Profelled in ail thetrat of 
His life, th3t He cime not to bea 
Tuige in things temporal, and His 
depn in that place was only to con- 
vince th;cm 07 their own finnes, and 
a0t to abfolve her, cot to abrogat 
the Law : and therefore He deſired 
Rim who was freeſt from ſin, to on 

enc 
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the firſt ſtone at her. And where- 
as it is conjeAured, that theſe words 
which our Saviour ſtoop'd down to 
write in the clay, immediatly there- 
afcer was an abrogation of that 
Law; this is a Geomancy more wilde 
then any leflon which is alledged to 
have been read in the myſterious 
face of Heaven, and ſhould never be 
raught but in a Rabbies cabalaſtick 
Gown. And whereas it is alledged, 
that there are many precepts in that 
corps Fur, which reſpeRs only 
the humor of the Jews, I admire 
why that can be urged ; for certain- 
ly, theft, murder, and theſe other 
crimes puniſhed there , are the ſame 
crimes which reigns amongſt us ; 
and ſo why not puniſhable after that 
ſame manner e£ Neither arc the 
humors of theſe Jews more diffe- 
rent from ours, then was the genims 
of the Romans; and yet, few or 
no Nations refuſe to caſt their mo- 
dern Laws in that antique moald. 
And it is very probable, that as God 
gd , in the moral Law, teach man 

; how 


nem, - ena) Yale fg 


GETS SIR a cw 6 Md ma_ 5 gay 


Or torch, 


kow to be juſt in his own ations, 


ſo He would likewayes inftru&t him 
by a judicial Law, how to admini- 
ſtrate Juſtice ro others. 

W hat can perpetuate a Law more 
then that the Authority whereby it 
is enacted ſhould be obligatory in 
all ages, and the reaſon whereon it 
is founded thould be eternal? and 
in what Laws do theſe ewo quali- 
ries appear more, or ſo much, as in 
the judicial Laws of the Jews, where 
the cternal Law-giver was Lepiſla- 
cor, and the occaſion , produRtive of 
them,ſeerned rational (and neceſſar) 
to His infallible omniſcience 2 and 
ifin any of theſe ſtatutes, our pur- 
blind judgments cannset ſee a preſent 
conveniency , we ſhould rather im- 
pute that to our own fimplicity,then 
charge it as a guilt upon His divine 
Statutes ; and are there not many 
municipal Laws in each Country, 
which have no hedge about them to 
keep them untrampled upon by wan- 
ron and too curious wits? But, 
that exceilent Maxime , Omniuns 
—_ 
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ge fererunt Majorcs noſtri, non eff 


reddenaa ratio neque certa (unt, in- 
certa redderentur ; a2 reaſon muſt 
nor be rencred for all that our An- 
ceſtors have enacted, leſt what is now 
certainb*come then uncertain. Al- 
beit a Law enacted only by humane 
Authority, ſezm unreaſonablz or in- 
convenient, y*r, it retains it's Vi- 
ocr titlit be 3orogat by the ſame, or 
a higher Authoricy,then that where- 
by it was fi-it ftatuted; and the 
Law ſayes, that nsbil eſt ram natu- 
rale quam unaumquodque eodews 
modo aiſſolvi quo colligatum eff, 
And, ſeing the moral and judicial 
Laws are twiſted fo together, and 
are oft incorporated in one {tacutr, 
35 Levite 20. 10. Dent, 22. 22, 
where adultery 15 forbidcen, and the 
2dujterer 3s to die the death: how 
can we thick the one half of this 


Law obligatory for ever, and yet ne- 
ofe& it's other half, wherein the pu- 
ni{hment is ſpecified, and which ap- 
pears to have been the icope of the 
divine Law-giver > For, the world 


needed 


Or Stoick, 
needed not ſo much to have been ac- 
quainted, that adultery was a fin, as 
that that (in_deicrved death; and 
if we allow our capricious humor 
the liberty to rejeRt what we think 
inconvenient, we May at liit arrive 
at that picch of licentiouſncſ+, as to 


abrogat, by our praRtice, whatever | 


choaks our preſent l:umor, 

There are many things mvch mi- 
Rakxen in that Law, which makes the 
diſlonancy betwixtit and our Law, 


appear ſo much the greater. As for- 


inſtanceyit is conciuded, t! at by that 
Law, no theft was puniſhable by 
death ; whe:cof tits 1s piven as A 
reaſon, becaule there 15 no ProPor- 
tion berwixt goods ard life ; and 
that all that a man h2ih he will give 
for his Iife , vihercas tits argument 
wou'd prove, that ro guilt but mur- 
Ger ſhouid be ruriſhed with death 
and ſo this dart r2ther flees over 
then hits the n:atk at which it ts 
fevel'd. And if this argument con- 
cluded, why ſhould adultery have 
been puniſhed with dcath by that 
8 on Laws 
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Law, ſeing there ſeems no propor< 
tion betwixt that guilt and death? 
For,if v114 & fama bein Law equi- 
paratyby that ſame Law, pecunia eff 
alter ſangucs. But, if chere beno 
proportion betwixt goods and life, 
and if the puniſhment of thefr,when 
 1tisaporap'd to it's greateſt height, 
cannot, in their opinion, reach ſo far 
as tO be capital, Why was it, that 
by that Law nofurnal theevs might 
have been killed by thoſe who found 
them? Exod, 22.2, For, it ap- 
pears apainſt reaſon, that more 
{ſhould be permitted to a private and 
paſfionat party , the to a diſ-1nte- 
relted Judge. And & is clear by 
2 $477. 12.5. that theft was in ſome 
caſes capital: For, there Devid 
vows, that he who took his neigh- 
bours one ſheep, and ſpared his own 
many, ſhould ſurely die z which be- 
ing ſpoke by a juſt King to an excel- 
lent Propher,and not reproved, muſi 
not be thought a aſh of paſſion, but 
a well-founded ſentence. Were not 
likewayes ewo theevs crucified Wy 

cne 
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the Jews at the ſame time with our 


ever glorious Saviour ?* which muſt 
not be thought a romiſh execution, 
ſcing the Law of the Romans allows- 


ed no ſuch puniſhm:nt for theft: 
I judge therefore , the reafon why 
murder and adnltery were puniſhed: 


with death , rather then all thefts, 
to have been , becauſe theft may be 
repaired by reſtitution , but murder 
and adultery cannot» And albeit the 
judicial Law commands reſtitution 
only in the theft of an ox or ſheep, 
(things of ſmall moment,and which 
may be ſtollen to ſatisfie rather hun- 
-er then [uſt ) yer,I ſee no limits ſer 
to Judges, commanding them not to 
infli& a capital puniſhment in extra- 
ordinary caſes: For certainly , he 
who ſteals, may,for ought he himfelf 
knows, be abour the committing of 
murder, ſeing to ſteal whzt ſhould 
aliment any poor one, is,in effeR, the 
ſame thing as to murder him. Ir is 
much controverted, if this Law pro- 
hibits ſelf-murder, and I think it 
doth : For, we are commanded to 
love 
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love our neighbour as our ſelf; and 
ſo, ſince we-are commande -dnot to 
kill our neighbour , that ſame Law 
mult likewaycs forbid our kill.ng of 
oy ſelves. Bur the reaſon probab- 
o& , why no cxpreſs Text did forbid 
at (in, was, becauſe the Spirit of 
God knew that the natural averſion 
we have againſt death, would,in this, 
do more ther, ſupply a Law ; and 
that thiſe who would be ſo deſpe- 
rat as tO negleR the one, would ne- 
ver be ſo pious as to obcy the other» 
Or elfe, Goe hath been vowilling, 
by making iggh a Law , to intimate 
ro the world; that ſuch a fin mighe 
be committed. Y<t,it ſeems ſtrange, 
that inany are tn Scripture related, 
as Saul and others, to have killed 
chemſelves , azainſt whom no check 
ſtands reg ciltraced in holy Records, 
Bat, 1 top here, intending to beſtow 
2 whote TraQat upon the judicial 
Law, a tack hicherco too much ne- 


lected, 
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The ſecond mirrour, wherein God 
Almighty 1s to be ſeen, is that of His 
creatures; and in that a Y*rinoſo 
may contemplat His infinite power, 
as In. the other he may ſce His ad- 


wirable juſtice. Ir is very obſer- 


vable, that when God, or His Pro- 
phees, would prove His greatneſs, 
the Sun, Orion and the Leviathan, 
are made uſe of as arguments. And 
when the Spirit of God deſcrives the 


inimit2ble knowledge of Solomon,” 


beſtowed upon him by God, as an 


extraordinar mark of His favour, he 


ſayes nor, that he underſtood the 
quirks of Philoſophy, cr noticns of 
Divinity ; but,it is ſaid. chat he knevy 
all frem theCedar of Le 6430» to the 
Hyſope thar grows upon the wall. 
Ard in carneſt, it is firange, that 
when mar comes into the gallery of 
this World, he ſhould taxe ſuch plea- 
ſure 1n g3zihg upon theſe i/i-drawn 
{iAions, which have only paſt the 
penct] of humane wit,and ſhould nor 
"1x his zdmtration upon theſe glo- 
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© riouscreatures, which are the works 


of that great Maſter; in framing 
whereof, God is content to be ſaid 
to have ſpent ſix dayes, to the end, 
that man might admire the effects 
of ſo much pains ; whereas His om= 
nipotency might, with one f:4r, have 
ſummoned them all ro appear, ap- 
parrell'd in theſe gorgeous dreſſes 
Which now adorns them. And it 
Is as ſtrange, that man, having that , 
huge volumn of the Creation to re- 
volve, wherein is ſuch an infiait num- 
ber of curious tale-duces , to. feaſt 
his eyes with curioſity , and to fur- 
niſh his ſoul with ſolid knowledge ; 
he ſhould notwithſtanding ſpend ſo 
much oyl and ſweat, in ſpinning out 
ens rations, materia prima, poten- 
t;ja obedientialrs , and ſuch like uns 
telligible traſh,whieh, like cob- webs, 
are but envenomed duſt curiouſly 
wrought. And becauſe the Groſs 
of mankind was ſo groſs, as not to 
underſtand God's preatneſs by the 
_ abſtra& #des's which inſtin pre- 


ſented to him ; Therefore, to teach 
that 


or Stoick, 97 
that ſenſual croud , by the trunch- 
manrie of ſenſe He hath beſtowe 
upon chem this mirrour , wherein” 
they may ſee how infinit He is in 
power, who made Nothing ſo fruit- 
full, as to bud forth in this glorious 
crop of creatures, which now inha- 
bits the ſurface of heaven and earth. 


I admire that ſuch Pitiloſophers Merz 
3s have had their faces waſh'd at the [#75 
font, can allow of Monſters, and de- 
fine them to be the preter-intentio- 
nal works of nature, whereia nature 
miſs'd of her deſign, and was not 


able to etfeAtuar what ſhe intended : 
For, if zatyre and provideree fig- 
,nifie the ſame thing in the Dictio= 
nary of chr:ſtianity , it were blaſ- 
phemy to - think, that providence 
could not be able to effefuat what 
it Once deligned. All the creatures 
are indeed but as clay in the hand of 
chis great Pocter ; bur, it were 1m- 
pious to think, that His art can be 
mutaken in framing avy Veſl:l : 
wherefore,I 2m apter to belicve,that 
HH all 


The Virtuoſo, 

all theſe creatures which che Schools 
term Afonſters , are rather the in- 
rentions,then errors of »atzre ; and 
that as #«at#re doth nothing with- 
out deſign, ſo it doth nothing with- 
out ſucceſs. And thus I rather ad- 
mice nature in theſe, for her cunning 
variety, then upbraid her with inſuf- 
ficiency and weakneſs. Neither 
term I an Hermophrodite, man 
or woman, »ccording to the preva- 
lency of that Sex which ptedomines 
init, no more then I think chat the 
Painter, when he hath delineated cu- 
rioully an exa&t Marmaid , reſolved 
to draw either a woman or fiſh, and 
not one diſtint creature , peec'd up 
of both. And doubtlefs this error 
did at firſt proceed from mans vani- 
ty ; who concluded, that every frame 
which anſwered not that #de«,which 
relides in him, was the effect of 
chance,and not of natare ; as if 14- 
3sre had been obliged to leavein the 
biliothick of his head, the Original 
of all ſuch Pecces as was t0 paſs it's 
prels: 


Seing: 
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Seigg God, in His ſurvey of the 
Creatioh,called all thatHe bad made 
good, becauſe they were uſefull, I 
conclude, that theſe are the beſt 
which are the moſt uſefull. And 
albeit I condemn prodigality of ig- 
norance, in preferring a diamond 
to 2 capon or ſheep; yet, do Inot 
condemn fuch of vanity , as ſhine 
with theſe ſparkling creatures : For, 
fince God made nothing , which He - 
did not deftinat for ſome uſe, and 
ſcing moſt of theſe ſerve for no uſe 
elſe, doubtleſs, the wearing of them 
is moſt allowable. Yet, can I not 
allow of theſe gaudy compounds, 
which men creat te themſelves ; as 
if ſomething had been ſtill wanting 
after the Creation was fhniſhed ; 
wherein man could ſupply God, and 
art, nature, The beſtowing a huns 
dred pounds upon a Tulip,or a thou- 
ſand on a PiRure, are not to me the 
meer rants of ſuxury; but are courſes 
pre- ordained by the Almighty, for 
returning to poor Artiſans,thar mo- 
ney, which oppreſſion did at farſt 
_H2 moſt 
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moſt injuſtly ſcrew from their wea- 
ry hands, It is our ignorance of 
| nature's myſteries which perſwads 
us,that ſome,if not moit of the crea- 
tures, ſerve ratlier for beautifying 
the univerſe, then for ſupplying ne- 
ceility, an error which experience 
daily confutes : So, theſe herbs 
which of old cloathed onlythe un= 
inÞbabited mountains,do now deſerve 
their own-place in Apoth:caries | 
ſhops. And itis moſt obſcrvable, | 
that the Scurvy growes no where 
| but where the diſeaſe rages, which | 
| 1s cared by it: Seing God loved 

| Variety in the Creation , He cannot 
hate curioſity in man, theſe two be 
ing correſpondents; and the one 
| without the other would be but as 
| flowers to the blind , or mulſick to 
| che deaf, I Jaugh at the fruitleſs 
pilgrimages of ſuch as travel to Fop- 
pa or China, to ſatishe their curio- 
| firy 3 there being a Tredaskzns clo- 
ſet in each Tulip, and a Solomon's 
Court in each Lilly of the field, And 
ſeing mens tempers are {0 varions; 
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it was no wonder that the creatures 
( which were made for his uſe ) 
ſhould have been made proportional 
ro his humor : Bur, ſeing art hath 
in many things copied nature to 
the life, I think net the Symetrie nor 
variety to be ſeen amongſt the crea- 
rures ſuch an infallible argument for 
proving the being of a God. As is 
znſtinit, which all the art of men and 
Angels cannot countertit ; and here- 
in1s it, that that grand Magician 
muſt acknowledge the finger of his 

Maker, ſeing here his own art fails. 
Theſe who expe&t equal excel- 
lency tn all the parts of this curious 
Fabrick, do not underſtand where- 
in its Symetrie conſiſts, All tne 
ſtrings of an Inſtrument ſound not 
equally high, and yet they m»ke up 
the harmony 3; the face of theearth 
looks in ſome places deform'd and 
parchr ; and yet it is there the mo- 
ther of rich mines ( as if God inter- 
ded to beſtow a great portion where 
He beſtowes an ill face ) and what 
we think deformities , were placed 
F+-Z -- ------re 
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there 2s patches, and are no more 
blemiſhes , then the ſpots are to the 
Leopards. R 

I confeſs , that at firſt it puzl'd 
much my enquiry, for what end 
theſe mountains were made ſo near 
neighbours to the devided clouds : 
and I once imapgin'd, that theſe were 
rather the efteRs of the flood, then 
creatnres at firſt intended ; and were 
but the rubbiſh and mud which 
theſe impetuous waters hid heap'd 
upina maſs : But, I was thereafter 
diſlwaded from this conjeRure , by 
the 8. Chap. Prov. where wiſdom, 
proving it's antiquity, ſayes, that it 
was With God before the heavens 
were prepared, and the mountains 
ſetled ; by the ſcope of which Text, 
it 1s clear,that the heavens, hills,and 
the reſt of the Creation, are ſaid to 
bear one date. It is then more pro- 
bable, that God foreſecing that the 
juſt of conqueſt would, like the 
needle of the Compaſs, look oft 
north; as is evident by comparing 
all the Monarchies ( firſt the Af- 
| Y | riany 
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ſyrian, then Grecian , then Roman, 
now German) did therefore bound 
ambition, as it were, with high hills, 
( albeit ſince, ambition hath found 
2 way to ciimb over them) as if 
He told them, that they ſhould 
march no furder. Thus, it is very 
obſervable, that the northern parts 
of one Kingdom are alwayes more 
barren then the ſouthern limits of 
theConntry which lyes to the north 
of it. The north of England more 
mountainous and barren then the 
ſouth of Scor/and, albeit it ly nearer 
the Sun ; the ſouth of Erglare 
more pleaſant and fertile then the 
north of France; and the ſouth of 
France then the north of 7raly, &c. 

We muſt likewayes conſider, that 
nature bruſed it's face ſo when it 
fellin Adam , that ir did then con- 
rra& many of theſe blemiſhes which 
now deform it; and that as ir 
waxes old, it's native beauty is the 
more deformed by furrowed wrin- 
kels. We cannot judge what it 
was in health, by 1c's preſent diſtem- 
pered 
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perd condition, wherein it groans 
and travelleth in pa1n,as the Apoſtle 

rells us. And the differences betwixt 
| theſe two ſtates may bez known from 

this, that God, when He coinpleared 
tae Creation, ſaw that ail was good; 
whercas Solomon,havino reviewed it 
!n his time, ſaw all co be vanity and 
vexation of ſpirit. 


þa1  Thethird mircour, wherein God 

bz; 15 to be admired, is mar, This 1s 

i cree- that noble creature which God was 
| +19% pl:aſed ro mould laſt of all others, 
not willing to bring him home , till, 

| by the precceding Creations, He had 
| pleniſhed his houſe adundantiy for 
| ; him. And albeit in the creation of 
| all other creatures , it is only ſaid, 
that God ſpoke, 2nd it was : Yet, 
when man was to be framed, the 
cavin*t Council of heaven was call'd, 
and it is ſail ( ler ww ) as if more 
«rt had been to be ſhewed here,then 
;n all the remanene Fabrick of the 
cerraqueous Glob,and glorious Cire 
| cics 07 heavens It is likewiſe very 
RR obſer- 
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obſervable, that albeit all the fiſhes. 
of the ſea were formed by one word, 
all the beaſts of the field by one 
at, &c. Yet, God was pleaſed to 
beſtow two upan the creation of 
man ; by the firſt, his body was 
created out of the duſt, and thereaf* 
ter, Was breathed in, his ſoul And 
albeic tranſient mention 1s only 
made of all other Creations ; yet, 
the hiſtory of mansCreat1on is twice 
repeated , once, Gey, 1. 27, and 
againg2+7. And,leaſt that foreſeen 
deformity, wherewith he was to be 
beſmear'd after his fall, ſhould make 
it b< queſtioned, that at his firſt crea- 
tion he had received the 1#*preſſa of 
God's Image, this 1 oft repeated 3 
For,in the 26, ver, Gen, 1.1t 15 ſaid, 
Let ta make man 1n our fare ; 
and then again , ard after onr !ike- 
e/s, Ard in the 27. verſe, $0 God 
created man in hy own image ; and 
ap3in immediately thereafter, 22 the 
image of Gud created he him, Yet, 
I am confident, that this image is ſo. 
dedabled in the mire of fin, and fo 
chattred 
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chatered by it's firſt fall, and this di- 
vine #wpreſſa,and print,ſo worn our, 
by our old and vicious habits, that, 
if this genealogy had not been ſo 
oft inculcat , we could not but have 
called it in queſtion, albeit our vani- 
ty be ready enough to believe a de- 
ſcent ſo royal and ſublime. Where- 
fore I muſt apain admire the folly of 
Atheiſts, who, by denying a Deity, 

cloud their owa.noble birth-right. 
Bne, albeit man be made after 
God's imape, yet, that can be no ar- 
2ument to conclude , that therefore 
God may be made after man's image, 
or repreſented under his figure, as 
theAnthropomorphitrs fooliſhlycon- 
tend,no more,then if we ſhould con» 
clude, that becauſe aCopy may be ta- 
ken off anOriginal, therefore an Ori- 
ginal may be taken off a Copy. Net- 
ther is this repreſentation ſalv'd 
from being 1dolatry , by alleaging, 
that the image is not worſhiped, 
but God, who is repreſented by it : 
For, it hath been well obſerved by 
an ancient Father, that idolatry in 
SCripture 


” v0 ww WW *ww 


as ws WW Giles Þ i || $ v wo! 8 TY &©V 70'S 


Or Stoick, 

Scripture is called aduſtery, And 
it is no good excuſe for an adul- 
tereſs, that ſhe did ly with another 
becauſe he repreſented her hasband 
to her, and reſembled him as a Copy 
doth it's Original : Yet, ſeing no- 
thing is room'd in our judgment and 
apprehenſion, but what firſt entred 
by the wicket of ſenſe, it is almoſt 
impoſſible for man to conceive the 
idea of any thing but veſted with 
ſome Mape,as each man's private re- 
fecions will abundantly convince 
him, 

As the boundleſs Ocean Keeps 
and ſhews it's well drawn images, 
whilſt it ſtands quier, with a face | 
polifhe like a chriſtal cake, bur loſſes 
them immediately, how ſoon it's. 
proud waves begin to ſwell and in 
rage, tO ſpit it's froathy foam in the 
face of the angry heavens ; fo,whilſt 
a ſtoical indolency and chriftian re- 
poſe ſmoeths our reſtleſs ſpirits , it 
is only then,that the ſoul of man can 
be ſaid to retain that glorious image 
of God Almighty, with which ic 

was 
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was itmpreſs'd at it's created nati- 
vity. But, when the waves of chos 
ler begin to roar,or the winds of va- 
nity to blow, "then that glorious 
image is no more to be diſcerned in 
him , then the (ſhadows and repre- 
ſentations of in-looring objects 
are to be ſeen and diſcerned jn the 


diſquiered boſom of the troubled 
WALETS: 


The ſtings of a natural conſcience, 
which, according to each mans a&- 
lags, creats to him cither agues of 


of the fear,or paradiſes of joy, do by theſe 


ſoul. 


ominating preſages, convince us of 
che immortality of the ſoul: 2nd 
ſeing we ſce its prediRions , both in 
dreams,in damps of melancholy, and 
ſuch like earthutiaitick firs, followed 
by ſuteable events ; why may we 
not likewayes believe its predictions, 

35 tO its Own immortality , it being 
the prudence of a Virtuoſo to lay 
hold of every mean, which may al- 
lay the rage of his hereditary if: 
fortunes > | And to what end would 

the 
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the ſoul of man receive ſuch im<- 
preſſions of fear ahd hope, if, by its 
mortality , it were not to be ſtated 
in a condition, wherein its fears and 
hopes were to have ſuteable rewards 
or puniſhments? Moreover, ſeing 
God is Juſt , He will puniſh and re- 
ward : and therefore, ſeing He pu- 
niſhes and rewards not men accord- 
ing to their merits, or demerits here, 
there muſt be doubtleſs a future 
ſtate wherein that is to be expected. 
Burt, chat which convinces my pri- 
vate judgment moll of this truth, is, 
that the nobleſt Souls, and the ſharp- 
eſt ſighred. do, of all others, moſt 
deſire the ſtate of ſeparation , and 
have the we:keſt attaches to this 
life ; wh:ch muſt doubtleſs proceed 
from an afurance of immortality, 
and that ic hath, from the Pi/gahof 
4ts contemplation, got a view of 
the ſpiritui] Zanaan;: For, ſeing 
the bratiſheſt of creatures abhors 
annihilation, as the moſt averſable ll 
in nztere,doudtleſs the ſoui of man, 
waich is the moſt divine of all crea- 
ms 
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tures, would never appete this ſepsz 
ration , if by it it were to be extin&, 
and to be no more» And how ab- 
ſurd were it ro believe, that man's 
ſon! ſhould be made after God's 
image, and yet conclude it mortal, 
a quality repugnant to any thing 
chat is divine > As alſo, how can the 
ſoul be thought to periſh with the 
body , ſeing theſe accidents which 
deſtroy the body cannot reach it ? 
how can the heat of a feaver burn, 
or rheums drown, that which is not 
corporeal and cannot be touched? 
And , ſeing man's leaſt peccadilio 
againſt God Almighty,is againſt one 
who is infinit, were it not abſurd to 
think, that it could be proportional- 


ly punifhed in the ſwift laſs of 


man's ſhort life ? then which , no- 
thing is more finit, or ſooner fini- 
ſhed. 

As the ſoul is God's Image, So 
it's produRts are the images of His 
admirable operations Do not Ma- 
thematicians creat eagles, doves, and 


fuck like automata's ? And ſpring 
nor 
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hot flowers from the Chimiſts plaſ- 
ſes > And thus art , which is man's 
offspring, doth ape nature, which is 
the workmanſhip of the Almighty : 
and therefore, ſeing the ſoul can 
with one thoughe graſp both the 
Poles, can dart out it's conceits as 
far as the furdeſt borders of the ima- 
ginary ſpaces, creat worlds, and or- 
der, and diſorder , all that is in this 
which i 1s already created it's ſtrange 
eo thiok it to be either corporeal or 
mortal: For, if it were corporeal 
and a maſs of blood, it's aQtings 
would be lent and dull, neither could 
it's motions be ſo nimble and wing- 
ed, as are theſe of our agile ſpirits. 
Ie were impoſſible for our narrow 
heads , to inn all theſe innumerable 
idea's ( which are now in them ) if 
theſe were all corporeal, and if theſe 
be not corporeal, that which produ- 
ces them moſt be doubtleſs Incorpo- 
real, ſeing ſimile generatur a ſrvils , 


and dull fleſh and blood could never 
produce ſuch ſpiritual cmmanations- 
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AS the ſoul is God's Image, ſo i1 
this it reſembles Him very much, 
that we can know nothing of it's na- 
ture without it's own afliitance : 
like a dark lanthron, or a ſpy, it diſ- 
covers every thing to us, except it 
ſelf. And becauſe it refuſes us the 
light of it's candle, whilſt we are in 
the queſt of it's myſteries ; theres 
fore it 1s, that our re-ſearches of it's 
nature are gropeings in the dark: 
and ſo ofttimes vain , if not ridicu- 
ſous Awvicenna, Averroes, and the 
remanent of that Arabian tribe, ad- 
miring it's prodigious effects, did at- 
tribute our ſpiritual motions to aſ- 
fiſting Angels ; as if ſuch admirable 
notions could not be fathered upon 
leſs ſublime cauſes + which Cardar 
Iikewayes thinks , do offer their a(= 
filtance and light to ſenſitive crea- 
rares , but that the churliſhneſs of 
their mater will not ſuffer them to 
entertain ſuch pure irradiation. 
This diſparages ſo much humanity, 
making man only a ſtitue, that it 
were againſt the ſoul's intereſt 0 

44Dit 
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admit of any ſuch zdeca's : For, as 
it tends more to the Artiſts praiſe 
ro cauſe his products move from hid 
and internal! ſprings, then from ex- 
tripſick cauſes ; as we ſee if Watch- 
es and ſuch like. So it is more for 
the honour of that great Artiſt, and 
more ſuteable tro the being and na- 
ture of Fis creatures, that all it's 
operations flow from it ſelf, then 
from aſhſting but exteriour co-ad- 
Jutors 2 wh:ch makes me averſe from 
Ariſtotle's opinion of the motion 
of the ſpheres by intelligences. And 
it were abſurd. to think, that men 
ſhould be blamed or praiſed for 
thoſe effects which their afleſſour 
Angels could only be charged with. 
The Platonicks alleaged, that all 
ſouls exiſted before their incarcera- 
tion in bodies; tin which ſtate of 
pre- exiſtence, they were doted with 
all theſe ſpiritual endowments, 
which ſhall attend them in the ſtate 
of ſeparation : and that zt their 
firſt allyznce with bodies, their 
native knowledge , was clouded, 

£T1SNMNS 
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«TI5Huns avaborn with the putting off 
knowledge for a time till, by a veme-= 
niſcentia,their intellefuals revived, 
_ aSby a reſurreAi)n. And Origen 
added,that theſe ſouls were, 2ccord- 
ing to their eſcapes, commirted 11 
the ſtare of their primitive ſepara- 
tion , yoaked with better or worſe 
bodics ; a ſhift eaken , in all proba- 
bility, by him,to evite the apprehen- 
f10n of God's being injuſt, for nfu- 
ſing innocent ſouls, in bodies which 
would infect them ; and by draw- 
ing them 1n inevitable ſnares, at laſt 
condemn them, or at leaſt their in- 


fuſion was the impriſoning theſe 
who were not guilty ; a difficulty 
which ſtraits much , ſach as main- 
r21N that the foul is not ex traduce, 
What the hazard of this opinion 


may be, my cwilight 1s not able to 
diſcover. 


It may be, that the Sroicks mi- 
{take in making the ſouls of men to 
be but parcels, decerpt from that 
univerſal 474794 munds (by which 

they 
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they doubtleſs meant God Himſelf) 
was occaſioned by a miſtake of that 
Text, that God breathed into man's 
noſtrils , the breath of life : con= 
ciuding , that as the breath is a part 
of the body which breathed ir, So 
the ſoul bezhoved to be a pirt of thae 
divine eflence, from which, by a ſe- 
cond conſequence, they concluded, 
chat the ſoul, being a part of that 
divine beeing, could not ſuffer, nor 
undergo aby torments ; as is aflert- 
ed by Seneca, epiſf. 29. Cicero, 
1#ſc. 5. and defended by their ſuc- 
ceflors,theſe primitive hereticks, the 
Gneſtichs, Manichees and Priſcil- 
lianiſt;, But this baſtard is not 
worth the foſtering , being an opi- 
nion that God hath parts, and man 
real divinity, and is doubtleſs a falſe 
and flattering reftiwony given by 
the ſoul to it ſelf: For, ſeing the 
ſoul is, by divine Oraclcs, told us to 
be made after God's Image, it can 
be no more called a part of God, 
then the piure ſhould be repute a 


part of the Painter. 
T 2 Ariſtotle 
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Ariſtotle (like the devil ( who 
becauſe he knows not what to an- 
ſwer,anſwers ever in engines ) tells 
us,that anima 1s £755 ,cie, 4 terme 
firted to exerciſe the empry brains 
of curious Pedants, and apter to be- 
get, then explicat dithculticss Ncet- 
ther believe I, that his three ſouls, 
which he lodges in man, to wit, the 
rational , ſenfitive and vegetative, 


_ dodiffer more amongſt themſelves, 


then the will, underſtanding and 
fancy difler from the two laſt ; So 
char his acithmecick might have be- 
ſtewed five ſouls upon man, as well 
as three : Bur, ſeing he,and many of 
his diſciples, believe theſe to be three 
and yet theſe three to be but one ; 1 
admire why they ſhould be ſo nice, 
as not to believe that pious myſtery 
of the boly Trinity : whereof in my 
opinion, his trinity of the ſoul is as 
appolit an emblemy3s was the conceit 
of a ſimple Clown, who being akt, 
how he could apprehend the three 
glorious perſons to be but one? did 
told bis garment in three plates, and 
there- 


Or Stick, 
thereafter drew out all the three in 
One. 

As the herauldrie of our reaſon 
cannot blazen the ſouls #1mpreſſa;So 
can it not help us to line out it's de- 
ſcent: and ſuch would appear to 
be the excellency of that noble crea- 
ture, that heaven ahd earth ſeem to 
contend, the which ſhall be the place 
of it's nativity» Divines (who are 
obliged to contend for heaven , be- 
cauſe they are it's more immediate 
Penſioners ) will have it to be crea- 
ted and infuſed : whereas Philoſo- 
phers ( ambitious to have ſo goble 
a compatcriot, and willing to gratifie 
nature, which altments their (ablime 
meditations) contend, that ir is ex 


eraduceand is in generation, the bo» 


dies other twinge, And albeit it 
would appcar from Scripture, that 
God accompliſh'd the Creation the 
firſt ſeven dayes, and that nature did 
then paſs child-bevring : Yet,that,in 
my judgment, muſt be meant of the 


Creation of whole /pecres,and not of 


mnarvidaals, and to preſs the ſouls 
I 3 vials 
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not traduion ; I ſhall lend only 
one argument, not becauſe it is the 
beſt,buc becauſe ir is my own. We 
ſee, that there where the ſoul 1s con- 
feſs*'d ro be ex traduce, as in bruics 
and vegetative creatures,that nature, 
4S it were, with a pencil, copies the 
young from off the old. The young 
Lyons are ſtil] as rapacious and roar- 
ing as were their Syers, from whoſe 
loyns they deſcended : and rhe Roſe 
bing pous d up by the alc nitre 
which makes it vegerarive, ipreads 
che ſame Jeaves, and appears with 
the ſame blyuſh-s or valenels thar 
beaurified it's eye-pleating predecet= 
ſors. The reafon of which conti- 
nual ail1mnlation, preceeds from the 

ſecds, having in 1t's boſorne, ail theſe 
qualities and ſhapes, which appear 
thereafter in it's Jarger produgs, 
whereof they were but a 9-4ppe or 

endex, Whereas man retembles 

never, at leaſt nor oft, cheſe who are 

called his parents ; the vitious and 

tall facher, having oft low, bur ver- 


tyous children ; which thows, that 
che 


Or Sri 
the ſoul of man 1s not derived by 
2envration,and that the ſoul beſtow- 
ed upon the ſon's body , is moſt dif- 
ferent and aily mbolick to that which 
lodged in the father. And this 
may be further confirmed by that 
excellent pallzge , Prov. 20. 27, 
where it is ſaid,that the anderfiand- 
ing of man ts toe candle of the Lord. 
Qur ton; 1s God's Image, and none 
can draw thac Image bur Himſelf; 
wearct cſtamp of His divine na- 
ture, and fo can only be formed by 
H.mlclf, who is the glorious Seal. 
From this divine principle, that 
m-n's ſoul 15 made after God's 
Image, 1 am almoſt induced to be- 
lieve, that propbeſce is no miraculous 
gift beſtowed upon the ſoul at ex- 
eraordinary occaſions only , bur 1s 
2 natural (chough the higheſt) per- 
fetion of our hnmane nat ure 2: For, 
if ir be natnral for the {tamp,to have 
1mpreſs'd upon it all che crairs tha 
dwell vpon the face of the Seal, then 
© -m19utt be nacuril co the ſoul, which 
is GuC's impreſſa, to Lav $-TRpaery 
0 
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of foreſecing, ſince that is ohe of 
God's excellenciess Albeit I con- 
feſs, thac that Stamp is here inftnit- 
ly be-dimm'd and worn off ; as al- 
ſo, we Know by experience, that men 
upon death-bed, when the ſoul be- 
-ins(being detached by ſickneſs from 
the bodies flavery ) to a like it 
ſelf, do foreſee and foretell many 
remote and improbable events : and 
for the ſame reaſon do I think pre- 
ditions, by dreams, not to be extra» 
ordinary revciations, bur rather the 
produdts natural of a rational ſoul. 
And if ſapgacious men can be (o ſharp- 
ſighted 1n this ſtare of glimmering, 
as to foreſee many events which fall 
out,why may we not ſay, that man, 
if he were rehabilitat in the former 
ſtate of pure nature, might, without 
any extraordinary aſliſtance, foreſee 
and prophefie? For, there 15 not ſuch 
a diſtance betwixt that foreſight and 
prophelie, as ts berwixt the two 
itates of innocency and corruption, 
according to the received notion, 
which men have ſetticd co them- | 
ſelves | 
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ſelves of that primitive ſtate of in- 
nocency« 

From the ſame principle , may it 
likewayes be deduced, that natnral 
reaſon cannot but be an excellent 
mean, for know1og, as far as is poſ- 
fiible, the glorious nature of God 
Almighty : He hath doubtleſs light- 
ed this candle, that we might, by it, 
ſee Himſelf ; and how can we bet- 
rer know the Seal, then by looking 
upon it's impreſſion. And if Re- 
li;gion and it's myſteries , cannot be 
compriehended by reaſon, I confeſs 
It iSaprerty jeſt, to hear ſuch fre- 
quent reaſunings amongſt Church- | 
men, in matters of Religion. And 
albeic farth and reaſ07 be look'd up» 
on as Facob and Eſan, whereof the 
younger only hath the bleſſings, and 
are, by Divines, placed at the two 
oppoſic points of the Diameter ; 
yer, npon an unbyaſſcd inquiry, it 
will appear , that f4114 1s but ſubly- 
mated reaſon, caſcin'd by that divine 
chymic3l fire of Baptiſme : and that 


the {ul of man hath Jurking in it, 
all 
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all theſe vertucs and faculties which 
we call Theological; ſuch as faith, 
hope and repentance: for elſe Da- 
vid wou'd not hare prayed , En- 
lighten, Lord, my ey*s, that I may 
ſee the wonders of thy Law; bur 
rather, Lord beſtow neW ees mpon 
»1e, Neither could the opening of 
Liaea's here, have been ſuthci- 
ent for her converſion, if theſe pre- 
cxi{ting qualities had not been trea- 
fur'd up there formerly: So that 
ir would appear, that theſe holy 
Azmes lurk under the aſhes of cor- 
ruption,untill God, by the breath of 
His Soirit ( and that wind which 
blowern where it hſtech ) ſweep 
riem off: An1 thac God, having 
once made mn perfeR in the firſt 
Creation, doth not 1a His regenera- 
r10N ſuper-add atiy new faculty (for 
ciie the ſoul had not at firlt Deen 
pcrf-t) bur only removes all ob- 
{tructing Impedimegts. 

Iam alwayes aſhamed, when [ 


end hear reaſon cail'd the ſtep- mother 
rc6/0n of faitb,and proclaimed rebel againſt 


God 
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God Almighty , and ſuch declared 
rrairors, as dare harbour it,or appear 
in it's defence. Theſe are ſuch fools 
as they who break their Proſpedts, 
becauſe they bring not home to their 
fight che remoreſt objects ; and are 
3s injult as facob ind been, if be had 
divorc'd from Leah, becauſe ſhe was 
render-eyed : whereas, we ſhould 
not pur out the eyes of our under- 
ſtandiog, bur ſhould beg from God 
che eye-ſalve of tis Spirit for their 
iflumination- Nor ſhould we daſh 
the Profoect of our reaſon, apain{t 
the rockie walls of diſpair ; but 
ſhonld rather walh it's glafles with 
the tears of unfeipned repentance. 

Ever ſince fauch and rea/on have 


| been, by Divines,ſer by the ears, the 


bruciſh multitude conclude , theſe 
who are molt reaſonable to be leaſt 
religious; and the greateſt ſpirirs 
ro be leaſt (piritual: 3 conceic moſt 
inconſiſtent with char Civine parable, 
wherein theſe who recerved the ma- 
ny talents improved them to the 
bc{\ -dyantage, whilit he who had 
but 
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but one, laid it up in 2 napkin» And 
it is moſt improbable, that God 
would chooſe low ſhrubs, 2nd oot 
rall Cedars, for the buildiog of His 


glorious Temple. And it 1$re- 


markable,that God, in the old Law, 


refuſed to accept che firſt born of an 
alle in ſacrifice,but not of any other 
creature. And ſome, who were 
content to be call'd Aiherſts, pro- 
viding they were thought Wits, 
did take advantage in this of the 
Rables ignorance, and authorized 
by their deviliſh invention, what was 
at firſt but a miſtake : and this uo- 
ridles to us that myſtery , why the 
greateſt Wits are moſt frequeatly 
the greateit Atheiſts. 

When I conſider,how theAngels, 
who have no bodies , ſinn'd before 
man ; and that brutes, whoare all 
body, fin not at all, but follow the 


pure dictates of nature, I amin- | 


duced to believe, that che body is 
rather injultly bamed for bale clin 
that really it is, the occaſion of (in ; 


and provably, the witty ſoul hath i * 
this 
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this; cunningly laid over upon it's 
fellow, that wherewith it ſelf is on= 
ly to be charged. What infiuence 
can fleſh or blood have upon that 
which is immaterial, no miore ſure 
_ then the caſe hath upon the Watch, 
or the heavens upon it's burgeſſing 
Angel-? And ſee we not,that when 
the ſoul hath bid the body adieu, 
it remains a carcafſe, fit nor able for 
nothing. I bdlteve , that the body 
being a clog to it, mny ſlowit's pur- 
ſute after ſpiritual objeRs, and that 
it may occaſion, indirealy, ſome (ins 
of omiſſion : For, we ſee palpably, 
that eating and drinking dulls our 
devotions ; but, I can never under» 
{tand, how ſuch dumb Orators, as 
fleſh and blood, can perſwade the 
ſoul ro commit the leaſt fin. And 
thus,albeit our Saviour fayes , that 
fleſh and blood did net teach Perer 
to give him bis true Epithers « 
neither indeed conld it : Yer, our 
Saviour imputes not any aQual ſin 
to theſe pithleſs cauſes. And ſcing 
our firſt lin hath occaſioned all or 
alter 
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aftcr ſinning, certainly , that which 
occaſioned our firſt fin was the main 
ſource of ſinning, and this wis 
doubtleſs the ſoul ; for , our firſt 
f11 being an immoderit defire of 
knowledge, was the effec and pro- 
duc of our ſpirit, becauſe it was 1 
ſpiritual fin 3 whereas if it had been 
glutrony, luſt or ſuch like , which 
ſeems corporeal , the body had been 
more to have been blamed. for it. 
And in this cont<(t,I am of opinion, 
that the ſou] wins the cauſe, becauſe 
tis the beſt Ocators 


What was the occafhon of the 


i 5 fi-{t ill, is much debated { and moſt 


 deſervedly) amoneſt Moralifts ; for, 
" that which was good could not pro- 


duce that which was evil, ſeing that 
which works miſchiet cannot be cal- 


led pood. Nor can we aſcribe the 


efficiency of the fiſt evil to evil ; 
for then the queſtion recurres, what 


was the cauſe of that evil? And 
by this, the ſuppoſition 15 likewiſe 
eſtroyed, whereby the evil enquired 

after» 
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aſter, is ſuppoſed co be the firſt evil : 
but,if we enquire, what could pro- 
duce in the Angels that fiilt fin, 
wheredy they forfcired thur glory ? 
we will find this ditqu:{icion moſt 
myſterious. And it is commonly be= 
liev'd, but by what revelation Tkncw 
not,that their pride cauſ*d their fal:; 
and that they catcht cheir bruiſe in 
climbing, 1n defiring to be equal to 
their Creator, they are become infe- 
rior to all their fellow creatures. 
Yer, this ſeems to me moſt ſtrange, 
that theſe excellent ſpirirs whoſe 
very ſubſtance was light, and who 
turpaſled far, wan, in capacity and 
underſtarding, ſhou!d bave (oerr'd 
3s tO imagine, that equality faiſable, 
a fancy which the fondeſt of men 
could rot bave entertained. And 
it were improbable to ſay, that their 
error could have ſprouted at firſt 
from their underſtandrving ; and 
to thick it to have been ſo groſs, 2s 
that fallen man doth now adware it; 
bur, why may we not rather think, 
that their ficſt errgr was ratkei a 
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crookedneſs in their will, then a 
blindneſs in their judgment, and 
chat they fretted ro ſee min, whom 
they knew to be inferiour to them- 
ſelves by many ſtages, made Lord of 
all chat pleaſant Creation , which 
they gazed 0n with a (tareing maze. 
And chat this opinion is more pro- 
able,appears, becauſe this Sin was 
the far more bating, ſeing it appear- 
ed with all the chacmes, wherewith 
either pride, vanity or avarice could 
buskit; and explicars better to us 
the occaſion of all that enmity with 
which that Serpent hath alwayes 
fince purſued filly man: But, whi- 
cher God will ſave juſt as many be- 
levers as there fell of the Angels, 
none can determine ; neither can it 
be rationally deduced from that 
Scripture, Sratuit rerminos gentium, 
Juxta numerum eAngelorum Den 
Burt, if it pleaſe God ſo to order it, 
iz will doubtleſs aggrage their pu- 
niſhment,by rackling their diſdain. 

And ſeing rhe Angels have never 


obtained a remiſſion for this crime, 
it 


Or Stoick, 129 
it is probable , that the correſpon- 
dent of their fin is, in us, the fin 
againſt the holy Ghoſt. The 
For , if their lapſe had been ſn of 
pardonable, ſome one or other of ' 
chem had in all probability eſcap'd ; 7; 
bur, if this was not that urpardo- was 
nable fin, Iſcarce ſee where it ſhall be the 
found. For,to ſay that it is a hate- / 4- 
ing of God, as God, is to m.ke it Sag 
unpracticable rather chen unpardo- þ.gq, 
nable : For, all creatures appete na- Ghoff 
turally what 1s good, and God, as 
Goa, 1s good ; So that it is impoſ- 
fble that He can be hated under 
that reduplication. 


It may be likewiſe conjeured, 
that voluntar and deliberate ſacrj- 
ledge is the ſin againſt the holy 
Ghoſt ; becauſe A4nanias and $4- 
phira, in with-holding from the 
Church,a patt of the price for which 
they ſold their lands, are, by Peter, 
{aid to have lied, not to man, but to 
the holy Ghoſt ; and bis wife is 
there ſaid to have tempted the Spi- 

K rite 
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— rit: bat, ſcing both of them reſol- 


yed to continue in the Church ( z 
reſo;ution inconſiſtent with the fin 
againſt the holy Ghoſt) And ſeing 
many (ins are more heinous, I can- 
not interpret this lying to the holy 
Ghoſt ro be any thing elſe, bur n 
fin againſt light, in which moſt peni- 
tents have been involved ; albeit, I 
confeſs, this was a groſs eſcape, ſeing 
it rob'd God of His emn:/ciency, 
and ſuppoſed that He was not privy 
to ſuch hamane aRings as have not 
the Sun for a witneſs. I do then 
conclude, that the fin againſt the hoe 
ly Ghoſt may rather be a reſolute 
undervaluing of God, and a ſcor- 
ning to receive a pardon from Him : 
and this is that which makes the 
Angels fall irrecoverable, and like the 
flaming ſword, defends them from 
their re-entry into that Paradiſe 
from which they exile. And albeit 
eo ſay, that the Angels rebellion 
flows from God's denying them re- 
pentance , may ſuit abundantly well 
with His unftainable juſtice ; yer, 

it 
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it is hard co reconcile it with 
his mercy. And this makes my 
private judgment place the unpar- 
donableneſs of this ſin, not in God's 
Decree, but in their obquracion 
and rebellious impenitency : And 
the reaſon why theſe who commit 
this (in are never pardoned, is, be- 
cauſe a pardon is never ſought, Thar 
. Place of Scripture, wherein E/as is 
ſaid to have ſought the bleſling with 
' texyS and not co have found it, afto= 
' niſhes me: Yet, Ibelieve, that if 
| his rears had ſtreamed from a ſenſe 
_ of his guilt more then of his pu- 
| niſhment, doubtleſs he had nar 
weePt in vain ; and in that he tear'd, 
he was no more to be pirtied, far leſs 
pardoned, then a Malefator, who, 
| upon the ſcaffold , prants ſome few 
tears to the importunity of his tor- 
tures, but ſcornes to acknowledge 
the guilt of his crime : for,pain, by 
contratting our bodies, ftrains out 
tbat liquid mater which thereafter 
globs it ſelf in tears ; there could 
come no holy water from the pagan 
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font of E/aw”s eyes ; and if his re- 
morſe could have pierc'd his own 


heart, it had echly pierc'd heavens 


W hillt others admire, | bleſs God, 


ehac He hath cloſed up th: knows- 
ledge of that unpardonible fin un- 
der his own privy Seal] : for, (cing 
Sathan temps rne to ſin with the 
hopes of an after-pardon , this bait 


is puii'd oft his hook, by the fear I 
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ſtand under, that the fin to which I | 


am rempted, is that fin which can | 
expect no pardon. And albeit it 


be cuſtomary amoreſt men , to 
beacon and ſet a mark upon ſuch 
ſhclves and rocks 3s deltroy paſſen- 
gers ; yet, that 1s only done where 
commerce 1s allowed and failing ne- 
cſjar: Bur, ſeing all finis forbid- 
den, God was not obliged to guard 
us with the knowledge of that fin, 
no further then by prohibiting us 
Qt to (in, but to ſtand in awe. 


That 
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That firſt fin whereby our firſt 7,7" 


Parents forfeited rheir primitive ex- 
cellercies , was fo pitiful] a frailty, 
that 1 thiak we ſhould rather la- 
ment , then enquire afrer it. To 
think that an aple had in it the 
ſeeds of all knowledge, or that it 
could afſimulate him ro his Creator, 
and could, in an inſtant, ſublimate 
his nature, was a frailty to be ad- 
mired in one of his piety and know- 
{:dac. Yet, I admire not that the 
breach of ſo mean a Precept was 
puniſh'd with ſuch appearing rigor, 
Lecuaſe, the eaſier the command 
was, the contempt was proportio= 
nally che greater; and the hrl(t crimes 
are by Legiſlators puniſhed, not on- 
ly for guilt, bur for example : Bur, 
I rather admire what could per- 
ſwade the facile worid to believe, 
that Adam was created, nat only 
innocent, bur even {tored with all 
humaue knowkes 2es lor, beſides 
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that, we have no warrand from ' 
Scripture for this alleadgiance, ' 
this his eaſte eſcape ſpeaketh far 
otherwayes. 

And albeit the Scripture tells 
us , that man was created perfeR ; 
yet, that inferres not that man | 
was fornmiſhed with all humane | 
knowledge: For, his perfeQion | 
conliſted in his adoring of, and | 
depending upon, God, wherein we 
ſee theſe are exateſt, whoſe judge» 
ments are leaſt peſtered with ter- 
reſtrial knowledpe, and leaſt divert- 
ed with unneceſſar ſpeculations. 
And thus it appears, that theſe Scien- 
ces, after which his poſterity pants, 
were not intended as noble apparne- ' 
ge. of the rational ſov), but are ra» 
ther toyiſh babies busk*c up by fal'a 
man, whereby he diverts himſelf 
from refleAing roo narrowly upon 
his native frailty. And thus Scrip- 
ture tells us, that God made man 
perfett, but that He ſought out to 
Himſelf many inventions , where | 
perfecRion and invention ſeem to be 


ſtaced | 


Or Stoick, 


ated as enemies ; and it is palpable, 
thar theſe Sciences, which are by us 
lawrel'd and rewarded, are ſuch, as 
were inconſiſtent with that ſtate of 
innocency , ſuch as Law, Theology 
and Phyſick. And as for the reſt, 
it is ab{nr'd ro think, that Adaws 
happineſs did confiſt in the know- 
ledge of theſe things which we our 
ſelves account either impertinent oF 
ſuperfluous, But, that which cons 
vinces me moſt of this, is, that we 
forfeited nothing by Adam's fall 
which Chriſt's death reſtores not 
to us ; wherefore, ſeing Chriſt by 
his own , or his Apoſtles promiſes, 
hath not aſfured us of any ſub-lu- 
nary or ſchool knowledge; nor hath 
our experience taught us , that 
Sciences are entailed upon theSaiats, 
I almoſt believe, that Adam neither 
poſſeſt theſe before , nor yet loſt 
them by his fall. Neither think 1 
St. Paul the more imperfet, that 
he defired to know nothing bur 
Chriſt and Hjm crucified : So that 
the difference betiwixt Adam and 
his 
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his ſugceſlors, ſtoud more in the 
ſtraiphrneſs of his afteQions , then 
in che depth of his knowledge. For, 
aloe; 1: de believed, that the names 
whereby he baptiſed the creature, 
were fuil hiſtories of their nacures 
writ in ſhort hand ; yet, this 1s 
bur a conj2Qure authorized by no 
holy Text. It 1s a more ctvil error 
In the jewiſh Talmudiſts , to think 
chat all the creatures were brought 
to Adam, to let him fee that there 
were none amone!t them fit to be 
his companion, nor none ſv beauti- 
full as Eve, theo ir is in their Caba- 
liits ro obſerve, that the hebrew 
word, ſignifying man, doth, by a 
tranſpoſicion of letters, ſignific Jlike- 
ways beneattÞ:on , ad che word 
fenifying weman, makes up male» 
difti-n. TJf we (houid take a 
charater of «e4d:im's knowledge 
froti the Scriptures, we ſhall find 
more Imprudence charged upon him 
then npnn any of his ſucci {ors ; 
For,aibcir the 1:ly woman was not 
dccived witchour the help of ſu'it- 

Liity, 
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tilty; yet, eAdam ſinned upon 2 
bare ſuggeſtion, and thereafter was 
ſo ſimple, 2s to hide bimſelf when 
God called him to an account, asif 
a thicket of crees could have (con- 
ced him from his all- ſeeing Maker ; 
and when he was acculed , was ſo 
ſimple, as to think his wives com- 
mands fſuthcient to exoner him, 
and 1ſo ablurd, as to make God 
Himſelf (harer with him in his 
ouilt. the woman whom thou paveſt 
me. Cc 

There 1s more charm in acquire- 
Dp new knowledge, then in refleds 
ing upon what we have already 
94i';'d, (as if the ſpecies of known 
ob; As did corrupt, by being trea- 
ſur'd up in our brains) And this 
induces me to believe, that our 
ſcantneſs of native knowledge , is 
rather a happ neſs then a puniſh= 
ment ; the Citizens of Lo»aon or 
Pars 3re not fo tickled by the ſighe 
of theſe {tarely Ciries , as ſtrangers 
who were not born within their 
walls, and I may ſay to fuch, as by 
Ipelling 
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ſpelling the Starres defire to read | 
the fortunes of others, as our Sa- | 
yiour ſaid to Peter, when he was 
deſirous to know the horoſcope of 
the beloved Apoſtle, hat 5s ther 
80 thee? What can it advantage us | 
to know the correſpondence kept 
amongſt the Planets, and co under- 
ſtand the whole anatomy of na- 
tures Jkeleton 5 in gazing upon 
whoſe parts, we are oft times as ri- 
diculous as children, who love to 
leaf over taliduce Picurey ; for in 
both variety is all the uſury that can 
be expeRed, as the return of our ' 
time and pains ; and if we pry inly 
into this (mall maſs of our preſent 
knowledge, we ſhall find , that our 
knowledge is one of the fertilcſt 
fountains of our miſery: For, do 
not ſach as know that they are ſick, 
groan more hewily then a countrey 
Clown, who apprehends nothing 
eill extremity creat in him ſome 
ſenſe? And doubtleſs the reaſon 
why children and idiots endure | 
more, and drunken men eſcape mo | 

dangers | 


or Storch,” 


danpers then others,is,becauſe albeit 
they cannot provide ſuch ape reme- 
dies , yet, they are leſs acquainted 
with what they feel then we are. 
Are not theſe who underſtand that 
they arc »fronted, more vex'd then 
ſuch as are ignorant of theſe miſ- 
fortunes? and theſe. who foreſee 
the changes and revolutions , which 
are to befall either their friends or 
their coudtries, are thereby more 
ſadly diſeaſed, then he who ſees no 
further then his noſe? Our Sa- 
viour wept when He did foreſee, 
that one ſtone of fer7»/alem ſhould 
not be left upon another; and when 
Haz ael askt Eliſha why he wept, 
he told him, it was becauſe he did 
foreſce what miſchief Hazae! was 
to do in 1{rael. Ler us not then 
complain of the loſs of Adam's 
knowledge , but of his innocency ; 
we know enough ro ſave us, and 
what is more then that, is ſaper- 
fluous. 

Adam cannot be thought to have 
been the firſt ſinner , for Eve (ined 
befors 
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before him ; So that +)beit it ſeem 
2 paradox, yet it 15 molt probable, 
thac albeit {438 had for ever ab- 
ſtained from *ating the forbidden 
fruit, his poiterity had been 1] as 
miſcrable as now they are, ſeing 
the euilc of either of the Parents 
had been ſuthctent co t3th che inno- 
cency of the children. For, as the 
Scrip:ure reils us , who can bring 
a clezn thins out of an unclean ? 
And Davie, in that Text, which of 
all ochers ſpeaks molt expreſsly of 
Original ſin, lsyes the gwile upon her 
3nd confetierh only, that his mother 
had conceived him in fin. 

As Adam was not the firſt ſinner, 
So rhe eating of the aple may be 
juftly chought not to be the firſt 
fin ; Eve having, before his cating 
the ple , redzared molt falſely the 
Comm rid For, whereas God did 
aflure them, that 19 chat day they 
did cat the fruit, tory ſhomld (ſurely 
die, Evetilates it thus, Ne ſhail 18 
at the frat, leaſt ye die, repreſen= 
ting only that as contingent which 

Was 


Or Stoick, I4T 
was moſt certain : and whereas God 
had only ſaid, ye Urs ne' eat of the 
fruit of the tree, Eve ayes, God 
ſaid, ye ſpall r0t touch it ; - whuhit 
_ May be furni{h'd the [er peut * bis are 
oumedt to chuat her, ye fee God 
hath deceived you, for the fruit may 
be touched withour Capger , why 
may it not then be eaten wichout 
hazard ? aud ut 18 010dable 4 thar he 
hath failed in the vne as well as 1n 
the oth: r. Bur ro 3bltraRt frem this, 
ze cannot be ſaid, that the eativg of 
the forbidden f,me was the firſt 
fin : for, bt fore Adam did eat thete- 
of, te beÞoved borh to believe the 
Serpcnt and milf b leve his Maker, 
and thus mi/-6:vuef was the fuſk 
fin : For, afecr he had cridated r' e 
Serpents report , he ws nu longer 
innocent, and ſo br Cd rot ear the 
aple till afcer his fail: Wher wiſer 
are theſe ND vires, who cebate, whi- 
ther Adams fillin.:-fickreſs and fin 
had become keriditaic, if onr pre- 
deceſiors had came out of his loins 
befoic he ag*vthen theſe who corm- 


bated 
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bated for che largeſt (hare of the 
King of Spains gold, if it had been 
to be devided ? 

In the Almighties procedure 
apainſt poor Adam for this crime, 
His infioite mercy appears to admi- 
ration ; and God foreſecing , that 
man mighe ſharpen the ax of juſtice 
too much upon the whet- ſtone of 
private revenge , ſcems to have, in 
this proceſs,formed to him, an exat 
model of inquifition. For, He ar- 
raigns and cites eAdam, Adam, 
Wbere art thou ? He ſhews him his 
dittay, Haſt thow eat of the fruit 
Whereof I commanded thee that thor 
ſhouldſt not eat? He allows him 
exculparion, #ho told thee? and in 
order thereto, did examine the wo- 
man,upon whom Ada did transfer 
the guilt. And albeit nothing could 
eſcape His omniſciency,and that He 
did ſee Adameat rhe aple, yer, to 
teach] udpes that they ſhould walk 
according towhar is proven,and not 


according to what they are them- 


ſelves conſfieus to, He did not 
condemn 
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condemh him till 6: he Could 
have a confeſſion from his own 
mouth. And thus, Gen. 18. 21s 
the Lord ſayes , Becauſe the cry of 
| Sodom 5s great —[1 will go down 
and ſee whether they bave done als 
together according to the cry © 
:t, &, Andin thelalt place, albeir 
the fatal decree did bear, 1» that day 
that thou eateſt thereof, thow ſhalt 
ſurely ae, yer, were his dayes pro= 
longed a hundred and thirty years 
after the ſin was committed. 

It is too curions a diſquiliticn to 
enquire how God can be ſaid co be 
mercifull , mercy being the mitiga- 
tion of juſtice, of which His pure 
nature cannot be capable , ſeing 
whatever He wills is juſt: And fo 
He cannot be thought in any thing 
which He wills to recede from 
juſtice, and ſo can no more proper- 
ly be (aid to be merciful, then one 
AR can be both the Law and the 
mitigation of the Law. Bur | will 
preſs no point of this nature, knowe 
ing that humble modeſty is the beft 
Theology. ; The 
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The waticay of paganiſm can+ | 


Pileof not, for the male- neſs of it's ſtile, 


Ge- 
nels, 


match char marchieſs B 0k of Ge- 
neſts, whereof e2ch ientence ſeems x 
quarry cf rich meditations, and each 
word 2 ipel}, ſuffici-nt ro conjure 
the devil of *Deiphos, Might not 
that excellent exprefſion, Left us 
make man after our imapge,conv ice 
3ny of the b-ing of a Trinity, who 
deny plural.ty of Gods. Ir is won- 
derfuil, that the Saturn- humour'd 
Jew can,in this Paſſage, miſ- take his 
own Say1our ; and it is ſtrange that 


he ſhould not, from the triangular | 
architeRure of his own heart, con- | 
clude the Trinity of the God: head, | 
whoſe temple it was appointed to } 
be. Albeic Ibe an admirer of this 4 
nurſe of Cabaliſm; yer, I approve | 
not the conceit of theſe doting | 
Rabbies, who teach, that God from |: 
His own month, dited both the jj 


womds and mater of the Pentarenuch, 
whereas, He furniſh'd only to the 
other Pruphets the mater and ſub- 
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Jje& unphraſed : for , not only did 
God promiſe , that He ſhould pur 
His words 1n tHeir months, but like- 
wayes, they preface thus their 6wn 
propheſies, In the dayes of ſuch a 
King, the Word of the Lord came 
to ſuch a Prophet, ſaying, &c. Nets- 
ther is this conceit conſiſtent with 
that high eſteem, which they, (even 
in this ) intend for their patron, 
Aloſes ; ſeing it allows him leſs 
cruſt from his divine Maſter, then 
the ether Pen- men of Scripture had 
repoſed in them. 


143 


That brain hath too little pis m4- iy 
ter,that is too curious to know why man 
God, who evidences ſo great a deſire 


to ſave poor man, and is ſo power- 
fall, as that his ſalvation needed ne- 
ver have run the hazard,if His inflnic 
wiſdom had ſo decree'd, did yer ſuf- 
fer him to fall : Foraf we enter once 
the liſts of that debate, our reaſon 
is t00 wezK to bear the burden of 
ſo great a difficulty. And albeit it 
may be anſwered, that God might 
have reſtrained man, but that re- 
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firaint did not ſtand with the free: 
dom of mans will which God had 
beftowed upon him ; yet , this an- 
\wer [tops not the mouth of the 
difficulty, For certainly , if one 
ſhould detain a mad man from run- 
ning over 2 precipice , he could not 
be thereby ſaid to have wronged his 
liberty : and ſeing man is by many 
Divines allowed a freedom of will, 
albeit he muſt of neceſſity do whar 
is evil, and that his freedom is ſaly'd 
by a liberty to chooſe only one of 
moe evils , it would appear ſtrange 
why his liberty might not have con- 
ſiſted well enough with a moral im- 
poſſibility of finning, and might not 
have been abundantly conſerved in 
his freedom to chooſe ene of moe 
goods : yer,thele reaſonings are the 
calling God to an account, and (6 
impious. For, if God had firſt 
created man, ſurrounded with our 
preſent infirmities , could we have 
complained ? Why then ſhould we 
now complain, ſeing we are bur faln 
t9 & better citate then we deſerved ; 
ſcing 
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ſeing we tumbled not for want of 
light, but becauſe we extinguiſh'd 
our own light, and feing our Savi- 
ours dying for us may yet re-inſtate 
us in a happier eltate then that from 
which we are now faln. 

Albeit the glaſs of my years hath 
hot yet turn'd five and twenty , yet 
the curiolity I have to know the 
; Cifterent d:19860's of departed ſouls 
and to view the card of the region 
of death, would give me abundance 
of courage to encounter this king 
of terrors, though I were a pagan : 
' But, when I conſider what joyes are 
pre pared for them who fear the Al- 
| mighty, and what crazineſs attends 
| ſuch as {lep in MMethsn/elams cradle, 
I pity them who make /o»g-life one 
| of the ofceſt repcated petitions of 
| their Pater neſter ; and yet theſe 
| ſure are the more advanc'd in folly, 
| whodefire to have their names en- 
, ſhrin'd after death in the airy mo- 
| nument of fawe: Whereas it is one 
of the promiſes made to the Ele, 
| that they ſrall "= from their Ja- 
L 2 hours, 
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hours, and their works ſhall follow 
them,MoRt mens mouchs are ſo foul, 
chat it is a puniſhment to be much 
in them : for my own part, I defire 
the ſame good offices from my good 
name that I do from my cloaths, 
which is to sKreen me from the vio. 
lence of exteriour accidents. 
As theſe Criminals mighe be 
judg'd diſtrated , who being con» 
demned to die, would ſpend their 
ſhort reprival in diſputing about the 
ſituation and fabrick of their gib- 
bets ; So may I juſtly think theſe 
l:terats mad, who ſpend the ſhore 
eime allotted chem for repeatance, 
in debating about the ſeat of hell, ' 
and the torments of cortur'd ſpirits. | 
To ſatisfie my curioſitie, I was once 
reſoly'd, with the Platonick, to take 
the promiſe of ſome dying friend, 
that he ſhonld recurn and fatisfic 
me in all my private doubts concer= | 
ning hell and heaven ; yet I was 
juſtly afraid, that he mighe have re- 
turn'd me the ſame anſwer which 
Abraham return'd to Dives, have 

Eo Dc 
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they not Moſes and the Prophets > 
if they bear not them wherefore will 
they be per[maded thong h one ſhould 
riſe from the dead? 


The Millenar*s ephimerides, which rhe 
_ aſſures us, that Chriſt ſhall reign a Mil- 
thouſand years with the Saints on {0+ 


earth, is as ſetſual an opinion as that 
of the T#rks, who make heaven a gg, 
bordell, wherein we (ball ſatisfie our 
venerious appetites ; for the one 
{hews the vain glory and vindiQive 
humour of the Saints, as palpably as 
the other (hews the luſt of the Ma» 
hnmetans.If Chriſts reigning ſom a- 
ny years befor convincing the world 
that he is the real 24eſſiah, their 
herefie ſhould have ante-dated his 
coming ; and his reign ſhould rather 
have begun long ſince, when many 
ages were to be converted, or at leaft 
it ſhould not have been thruſt eut 
upon the ſelvage and border of time, 
when very few (hall remain to be 
convinc'd:and if in this they intend a 
diſplaying of Chriſts glory, certain- 
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ly theyare miſtaken;for what honour 
can it be for a King,to have his foot- 
ſtool made his Throne > So thatI 
think, theſe poor Phanaticks have 
taken the patronage of this error 
rather by necellity theo choice, all 
other opinions and conceits being 
formerly pre-ingaged to other Au- 
thors. 


The As I am not able, by the 7ac0bs- 
eAu- Jadder of my merits, to ſcale hea- 
$-, Ven, SOamT leſs able,by the facobs- 
ſure ſ#affe of my privare abiliry, to take 
of th% up the true altitude of its myſteries. 
Ea), I have travelld no further in Theo- 
mac. 198y then a Sabbath-dajes journey ; 
coune And therefore , it were arrogance in 
ef bi: me to offer a map of it tothe cre- 
defen dulous world : But, if I were wor- 
thy to be conſulted in theſe ſpiri- 

tual lecurities, 1 ſhould adviſe every 
private Chriſtian, rather to ſtay ſtill 

ia the barge of the Church with the 
other Diſciples,then by an 1!] bridled 

zeal, to hazard crowning alone with 
Pet:r, by offering to walk upon the 
unſtable 
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unſtable ſarface of his own fleeting 
and water-weak fancies, though 
with a pious reſolution to meet our 
Saviour. For, albeit one may be a 
real Chriſtian, and yer difler from 
the Church , which ſayes , that the 
wiſe men who come to bow before 
our Saviours cradſe-throne, were 
three Kings, and in ſuch other opi- 
nions as theſe, wherein the fund- 
mentals of faith and quiet of the 
Church are no wayes concerned ; 
yet certainly, be were no wiſe man 
himſeif,nor yet ſound Chriſtian, who 
would not even in theſe bow the 
flag of his private opinion to the 
commands of the Church. The 
Church is our mother,and therefore 
we ſhould wed no opinion withour 
her conſent who is our parent : or if 
we have raſhly wedded any, it is in 
the power of th:Church andherOf- 
ficials to grant us a divorce. As for 
my ſelf, my vanity never prompted 
me to be ſtandard-bearer to any, 
eirher new Sc, or old Herefie ; and 
] pity ſuch as love co live like Pew- 
Keepers 
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The Virtuoſo, 


keepers in the houſe of God, buſied 
| 1n ſeating others, without ever pro- 
viding a room for themſelves. If | 


there be any thing in this Diſcourſe 
which may oftend ſuch as are really 
pious, it ſhall much grieve me, who 
abovc ail men honours them moſt. 
What 1 have ſpoken againſt caſes 
of Conſcience and the like, ſtrikes 
not againſt their Chriſtian ſellow- 
ſhip and correſpondence, but againſt 
the apiſh fopperies of prentending 
counterfeits. It ſhall alwayes be my 
endeavour'for the future, rather to 
drop tears for my own lins and the 
fins of others, then yrk for their 
converſion? our prayers help ſuch 
a5 never heard them, whereas theſe 
only who read our diſcourſes are 
better'd by them. Abrabams pray- 
ers prevailed more with God ( even 
for Sodom ) then Lot's re-iterated 
Sermons ; and go wonder that the 
ſucceſs be unequal, ſeing in the one 
we have to do with a merciful] God, 
whereas in the ocher we muſt per- 
{wade a hard-hearted people. 
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TI intend not to purchaſe from 
poſterity the title of Reformer, ſe- 
ing moſt of theſe have faln under 
the ſame guilt; and have had the 
ſame fate, with that curious Painter, 
who having drawn an excellent face, 
as happily as could have been ex- 
peed from the ſmootheſt mirrour, 
did thereafter daſh it afreſh upon 
the ſuggeſtion of each intrant, till 
| at laſt he reformed it from being any 
way like to the Original. 

Divinity differs in this from all 
other Sciences, that theſe being in- 
vented by mortals , receive growth 
from time and expericnce ; where- 
239,it being penn'd by the omniſcienc 
Spirit of God, can receive no addie 
tion without recetving prejudice. 
' Tt is moſt remarkable , that our Sa» 

- viours Prayers, His Sermons and the 
| Creed, delivered to us by His Apo- 
' files, were roomed up in farr nar- 
' rower bounds then theſe of our 
times, which an hidroplie of ill- cons 
, cofted opinions hath ſwell'd beyond 
their crue dimenſions ; many Owe 
0 


The Pirtuoſo, 


of haye either been brooded by va- 
»ity or intereſt , or elſe ignorant and 
violent defendents being brought to 
a bay, by ſuch as impugn'd their re- 
ſolv*d-upon principles, have been 
forc'd to aſſert theſe by-blow and 
preter-intentional rerets ; and hay- 
Ing once floored them, bave there- 
after judp'd themſelves concerned 
codefend them, in point of Schola- 
ſtick honour. Some well-meaning 
Chriſtians likewayes, do ſometimes, 


for maintenance of what 1s lawfull 


and pious,chink, that they may law- 
fully advance opinions, which other- 
wayes they would never have al- 


lowed of ; and as in nature we ſee, 


that the colliſion of ewo hard bodies 


makes chem rebound ſo much the 


further from one another, So oppo- 
fition makes both parties fly into ex- 
rremetiess Thus I belicve, that the 
debates betwixt Reman-cathelicks 


and Proteftants,concerning the Vir- | 
e1n Mary, have occalion'd, 1n ſome - 
2mongſt both, expreſſions, if not he- 


We yet aleaſt undecent. Thus a 
great 


bo ——E——— Te. 


oreat many Confeſſions of Faith be- 
' come, like Noaks Ark,a receptacle of 
| Clean and unclean ; and which is alſo 
| deplorable,they do, like ordinar dy- 
als, ſerve only for uſe in that one me- 
, ridian for winch they are calculated, 
, and by riding twenty miles ye make 

them heterodox. 1 ſpeak not this 
| to the diſparagement of our own 
; Church, ( which I reverence 1a all 
' it's Atecepts and Pratices ) but to 
| beget a bluſhing conviRion in ſuch 
; as have diverted from it ; and whoſe 
 conventicles, compared with our fe- 
'r#ſalem, reſemble only the removed 
| | Huts of theſe who live a part, be- 
cauſe they are ſick of the plague. 

I am aot ata maze, to ſee men ſo 
tenacious of contrary principles in 
. |Religion ; for, man's choughts be- 
'ing vaſt and various , he ſnatches at 
every offered ſuggeſtion, and if by 
accident he entertain any of theſe 
{ many,as 2 divine immiſtion, he there- 
- after thinks it were blaſphemy to 
bring that thought to the teſt of 
reaſon , becauſe he hears that f4:46 

is 
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The Virtubſo, 
is above reaſon, or to relifiquiſh it] 
becauſe the common ſuffrage of his |tl 
Country runs it counter, ſeing he is 
raught even by them, that the prin- 
ciples of 5el5ef muſt nor be choſen | m 
by the Pole. 1 

And ſeing feith is above reaſon, | tl 
(albeir, as I ſaid formerly, it would | ſc 
ſeem otherwiſe) I wonder not to | Of 
ſee even the beſt eemper'd Chriſti- | or 
ans, think that which is notheir LY 
own religion to be therefore ridi- |cc 
culous. "i 

My deſign all alongſt this Diſ-| 
courſe, butts at this one principle, 
that Speculations in Religton!are 
net ſo neceſſary, and are more dan- 
gerous then ſincere Pratlice, Itis 
in Religion as in Herauldry, thejro 
ſimpler the bearing be, ir is ſo much|th: 
che purer and the ancienter. I willſT! 
not ſay that our School-diſtin&ionsV{ v 
are the impreſsions of the devils}cx 
cloven foot; bur I may ſay, that 


our piety and principles ſcarce ever #74 
grow after they begin to fork in| T 
ſuch dichotomies ; which, like Favebpo 

and} 


1 


<C— 


| Or Stoick. 
'[und Eſa, divide and jar as ſoon 3s 
- |they are born : and betwixt whom, 
 |the poor propoſition , ont of which 
, | both did ſpring, 1s like a malcfaReor, 
| | moſt lamentably drag*'d to pieces. 
I have endeavoured to demonſtrar, 
\|chat dogmaticalneſs and varalitick 
| ſcepticiſme, are bnt the'Apocryphe 
3 [of true Religion ; and 1 believe the 
- | one begets the other, as a toad begets 
r |a cockatrice « For the Sceptick per- 
. (ceiving , that the magiſterial dop- 
| 


matiſt erres ( as theſe muſt erre 
- {ſomewhere who aſſert too much } 
even in theſe things whereof he af- 
e|firms, he is as ſure,as of any principie 
- in Relizion, ( which is their ordi- 


ary ftile) be finding out their cr- 
ejror in one of their principles, is 


h|thereby cmboldned to contravert all. 
[1[This A the ſcope of this Eflay, 
1s[l wiſh that theſe who read it would 
[s|cxpound it as Divines do parables, 
ue non ſunt argumentativa ul- 
cr fre [urs ſcopum. 

n| I doubt not but ſome will think me 
bo leſs abſurd in writing againſt va 
mt nicy J 
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. multitude ( which albeit ir hath ever 


The Virtuoſo, 
nity, whilſt I am ſo yain my (elf as to} 


write Books , then the Philoſophers | 


were judged of old, for denying motion | 
whilft their tongues mov'd in their 
cheek ; but, to theſe my anſwer ſhall. 
be , that finding many gerovelling in| 
their errors, I have, in this Eflay, prof- | 
fer'd them my aſliftance , not to ſhew 
my /trength but my compaſſion, The 


becn allowed many heads, yet was ne-| 
ver allowed any brains) will doubt- 
leſs accuſe my Studies of adultery, for 
hugging contemplations fo excentrick 
co my employment; to thele my re- 
turn is, that theſe papers are butthe 
pairings of my other Studies, and be-' 
cauſe they were but pairings, I have 
flung them out into the ſtreets. L' 


wrote them in my retirements when, 
I wanted both books and employ- 


ment , and I reſolve that this ſhall be 
the laſt inroad I (hall ever make into 
forreign contemplations. There are 
ſome thoughts in this Peece which' 
may ſeem to rebell againſt the empire 
of the Schools ; yet, who knows but! 
my Watch goes right , aldeit 1t agree 
not with the publick Clock of che 
City,eſpecially where the ſun of Righ®; 
reouſneſs hath not,by pointing clearly ; 
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| thedyal of Faith, (hewed which of 
1 thetwo are in the error. There are 

| ſomeexpreſſions in it, which cenſure 

| may force to ſpeak otherwayes then 
they have in commiſſion ; yer none 

, of them got room in this Diſcourſe, 

| Untill they firſt gave an account of 
| their deſign to a moſt pious ano lear- 
ned Divine : and to,it may bethe lines 
are of chcmſelves ſtreight, albeit they | 
| lye not parallel with each ceniurers 
| crooked rule, As this Diicourſe in- 
; tends, for the Divines of our Church, 
s all reſpet; So all that is in it, is moſt 
>| freely ſubmitted to their cenſure. 


EC The Author intended thu Diſcourſe only 
asan introduttion to the Stoicks moe 
rals, hut probably, be will, for many 
gears, [top here, 
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{ctled by Law. 


ZRRAT 4. 

Blurres in the Copy and the Authors ab- 
ſence occaſioned theſe errata's, which 
muſt be helped before reading , ſeing 


they deſtroy both the ſenſe and ſoundneſs 
of the Diſcourle. 


N the Preface, þ. 2.'l. 4. for Prophet , read 

Febonddab: p.o. f, Tajs r. Tops. p. 15.1. 7. 

add ſome before Epiſcopiſis and Presbyterigns, 
P. 16. 1, 4. foallr. almoſt all. 

In the Book, þ. 24.1. 16, f. hath no, r. ſeems 
fo bave 10.026, |. 18, f, 5 but aconceit,r. (ecms but 
& conceit, p. 35.1, 13, f. continual r. extraordinar. 
Þ. 58. L. 19, f. triumphant,r. militaut, p. 63.6. 22.) 
f, cyer any, r. few bave. p. 73.1. ro. f, excremen- 
tiljus, I, exerementitius. P. 74 1. 17. fo. an alles 
gory, &c, r. that there run many bid allegories from 
Geneſis to Johns Revelations, wherein the my-| 
flical ſenſe deſerves likeweyes the name of Gods: 
Word. p. 85.1.8. add , yet thi % but @ (oph:ſme ; 


fox , ſetng ou» hadies are the temples of the holy 
Ghoſt, we can no more beſtow them upon ſuch uſes, 


then a Church-warden can give the uſe of the Church | 
to Taverzers þ. 85. |, 13. f, thundered from | 
mount Sinai, r. delivered in almoſt one context | 
with that Law which was thundred from mount 

Sinai. p. I21 |. 22. f. an unbyaſſed enquiry it will. 
appear , I» upon an ſuperficial enquiry it weuld dps | 
pears By the Laws of 3 Countrey,p- 574 and elle= 
where,the Author means, ther Religion which % 


In other expreſſions, the Author recommends 


himſelf to the gloſs of the readers charity. 
| FINIS 
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